Pastoral Council Formation
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This formation resource is drawn from a Pastoral Council webinar

series developed in collaboration with the Diocese of Hexham &
Newcastle. the Diocese of Northampton, and the Archdiocese of
Liverpool. Recording from this series are avaialble via each diocesan
website and are intended to support parishes in developing healthy,
mission-focused pastoral councils.

5. Listening and Letting the Spirit Lead

“To listen to another is to respect the presence of God within
them.” Fr Matthew Nunes

Listening matters because:
God is active in every person
Listening reveals what God is
doing

Good listening requires:
Slowing down

Creating space

Letting go of control

Barriers to avoid:
Assuming we know the answer

Preparing responses instead of
listening

“No one person has the answer - we discover it together.

Key Questions

How well do we listen to
one another as places
where God is present?

What stops us from
listening deeply?

Where do we need to
slow down and create
more space?

Are we letting go of
control to let the Spirit

lead?
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Fr Matthew Nunes
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