
A pastoral council:
A space to discern God’s mission
A place to listen to the Holy
Spirit

Create a different kind of
meeting:
Begin with a significant time of
prayer
Use Scripture and silence
Make space for reflection

Healthy relationships are built
on:
Trust
Humility
Openness

Pastoral Council Formation
This formation resource is drawn from a Pastoral Council webinar
series developed in collaboration with the Diocese of Hexham &
Newcastle. the Diocese of Northampton, and the Archdiocese of
Liverpool. Recording from this series are avaialble via each diocesan
website and are intended to support parishes in developing healthy,
mission-focused pastoral councils.

2.bKeeping Meettings Spiritual and Relational
“The Gospel is not just something we do - it is someone we meet.”

Fr Shaun O’Neill

“This is not a business meeting - it is a place to discern God’s
mission.” Fr Shaun O’Neill

Key Questions

What helps our meetings
become spaces of real
prayer and listening?

Where do we make space
for Scripture, silence and
reflection?

What gets in the way of us
listening to the Holy Spirit
together?

Are we approaching this
as a task meeting or a
place to encounter Christ?
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