Reflections onthe Readings forthe 30th SundayinOrdinaryTime A

Matthew 22:34-40

All three Synoptic Gospels depict various representatives of the Jewish religion
questioning Jesus in the Temple precincts about his teaching. Last week we heard one
group challenge him about the taxes paid to the emperor. In this week’s Gospelitis the
turn of the Pharisees to put a question about the greatest commandment. Jesus takes
them right back to the roots of their faith with a quotation about the love of God which
comes directly from the prayer that every Jew recites several times a day, the “Shema”
(“Hear, O Israel, the Lord your God is one God...”) which is found in the Book of
Deuteronomy. Jesus then adds another commandment from the Law as expressed in the
Book of Leviticus about love of neighbour. This really is ‘back to basics’.

Exodus 22:20-26

After Jesus has referred to two other books of the Torah - the Law of Moses, which we
referto as the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible, now we are offered a Reading
from a third. This section follows on from the reception of the Ten Commandments by
Moses on Mount Sinai. The connection with the commandment of love of neighbour in
our Gospel is clear. These verses flesh out what the commandment means in practice.
The fact that the Reading refers to coming across strangers and lending money to
another suggests very strongly that these words come from a time after the People of
Israel had settled in the Promised Land, where they would come across strangers and
have need of money, rather than living off the fare God provided them in the wilderness.

1 Thessalonians 1:5-10

One of the most famous counsels of Francis of Assisi to his brother friars was, “Preach
the Gospel. Use words if you must.” Here, in this second section from St Paul’s first ever
letter written to a community that he has evangelised, he gives a perfect example of how
evangelisation by example has come about among these people. Imitating how Paul
himself had lived among them, their own example is now known throughout the wider
region. Along with reflecting on the two commandments in our Gospel, and Moses’
words on how to treat a stranger, we have plenty here to think about in our own calling to
be “missionary disciples™.

Prayer

Lord, in recalling the fundamentals of our faith — love of you and of our neighbour — may our
example of lived faith be a medium of attraction to others that they might come to
understand some of the basics of the Christian Faith. Amen.



