Reflections on the Readings forthe 29th Sundayin Ordinary Time A

Matthew 22:15-21

Even written down on paper the insincerity of those questioning Jesus is obvious,
“Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully... for you are not
swayed by appearances.” Ironically, what they say is perfectly true, but all the religious
authorities are trying to do is to trap Jesus in the answer that he gives to the question
about payment of the tax levied by the Romans. The people of Judaea, and all areas
occupied by the Roman Empire, had to pay a tax for the ‘privilege’ of being occupied.
Naturally, it was hated. If Jesus tells people not to pay the tax, he will fall foul of the
Romans. If he does tell them to pay it, he will lose face in front of his own followers. What
he offers in answer is a conundrum which almost certainly means that it is ok to pay the
tax but always remember, ultimately everything belongs to God and is God-given. The
hypocrisy of the religious authorities is also evident when Jesus asks them for the
coinage with which they pay the tax. They have such a coin with them, here in the holy
Temple precincts where the only God worshipped is the One God, and yet, here they are
with a coin bearing the face of the Roman Emperor with words declaring him to be a god.
They themselves are guilty of blasphemy!

Isaiah 45:1, 4-6

The opening words of this Reading are quite an astonishing assertion: Cyrus, the pagan
king of Persia, is the ‘Messiah’! This is what is meant by calling him “anointed”. It is not,
of course, precisely the same meaning in which Jews will talk of the Messiah for whom
they are waiting in Jesus’ own time, but it is an indication of the power of the God
worshipped by the Jewish people. Even a pagan king becomes an instrument in God’s
work of freeing the people from exile in Babylon. Now that the Medes and the Persians
are the dominant power in the Middle East, people taken into exile by the former
Babylonian regime are now allowed to return to their homeland. Cyrus is unaware of
being the Lord’s instrument, “I call you by your name... though you do not know me.” As
in our Gospel we are reminded in this Reading that, “l am the Lord, there is no other.”

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5

These opening words of St Paul’s letter are the very first words written in our Christian
(New) Testament. This letter was written before the Gospels, as they now appear in our
Bible, reached their final form. At this time preaching the Gospel was almost entirely a
spoken affair. The opening verses follow the same pattern of all of Paul’s letters. He gives
a formal greeting followed by words we use even today as a greeting at Mass, “wishing
you the grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” He, then, assures
the community of his prayers, and notice that in this verse he brings together what will
later be known as the theological virtues: faith, hope and love. Even in a few verses here
we are offered a view of the basics of our faith.

Prayer

Lord, you are the one Lord and God, everything we have and are come from you alone. May
we never be tempted to worship false gods, like those of power and wealth. Amen.



