Reflections on the Readings for the 28th Sundayin Ordinary Time A

Matthew 22:1-14

For the third week running we find Jesus in the Temple precincts in Jerusalem addressing
“the chief priests and the elders of the people”. Once again, his message is very pointed.
Jesus suggests that these same people are like those invited to the wedding feast a king
gave for his son. They refuse the invitation, and in their place other people are invited who
do accept. Jesus is saying very clearly that these men, at the very centre of the Jewish
religion, have failed in their duty. He is saying this to them just two or three days before
his arrest and trial!

In some churches a shorter version of the Gospel, that leaves out the final verses, where
the king finds one of the guests not dressed properly for the feast and has him thrown
out, will be read. These may well be a few verses added by St Matthew for his original
audience of converts from Judaism, who were seeing in their new community people
whose behaviour seemed at odds with their faith. Knowing this might be enlightening, but
we need to remember that these Readings are given to us is to act as a mirror on to our
own lives. Perhaps there are areas of our own way of living that need to be addressed.

Isaiah 25:6-10

For people living in the semi-arid area of Israel food was often scarce. They ate
sparingly most of the time, aware that food needed to be conserved justin case... The
image of a great banquet where plenty of food and wine were available was an
obvious choice for an optimistic image of hope for the future. Notice that the Lord’s
offeris for “all peoples”, not just the Jewish Nation. A new, more universal outlook for
a covenant with God is now beginning to emerge in the Hebrew Scriptures.
Apparently, the name of the Canaanite god of the underworld was “Mot”, the same
as the Hebrew word for “death”. “He will swallow up death” is, then, about the
destruction of the local gods. It is only “the Lord” who offers salvation to all. This
reading is offered for funeral services in our Lectionary because of its message of
hope and consolation for those who are grieving.

Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20

In the verses not included in this extract (vss. 15-18) it becomes clear that although
St Paul never expected payment for his ministry and worked at his trade as a
tentmaker in places where he stayed for any length of time, he had in fact received
help from the people of Philippi. He is very grateful to them for their support but also
knows about times when food and money are scarce. He can accept whatever comes
his way and prays that God will reward the community for their kindness, not only
towards himself, but other communities who are struggling to which they have also
sent support.

Prayer

Lord, may we always be ready and willing to accept your loving invitation to your Wedding
Feast in Heaven. Amen.



