
Reflections on the Readings for the 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time A 
 

 Matthew 21:28-32 
Jesus is in the precincts of the Temple in Jerusalem two days before his arrest and trial. 
The provocation of the parable about the two sons is clear. He is suggesting that the chief 
priests and elders, whom he is addressing, are precisely akin to the son who says “yes” 
to his father’s will and then does not put his words into actions. By contrast, the very 
people who are most despised by the elite of the Temple are the very ones who are like 
the other son, though apparently saying “no” to his father, actually do his father’s will. 
This insult, right in the faces of the chief priests, is breath-taking, and it will inevitably lead 
to Jesus’ arrest. 

Ezekiel 18:25-28 

The connection with today’s Gospel is clear. The Prophet is outlining the moral 
obligations of all faithful observers of the Covenant. It is one of the clearest passages 
about individual responsibility in the whole of the Hebrew/Old Testament. Earlier 
prophets had spoken mainly of the collective responsibility of the whole people. 
Here Ezekiel brings it down to the most basic unit of what is expected of every 
individual: each person is expected to follow the precepts of the Covenant. 

 Philippians 2:1-11 

For Paul, imitation of Christ is the paramount means of promoting harmony in the 
community. The aim is to be as free from “selfish ambition” as Jesus himself. In a hymn-
like passage, that is thought by some scholars to have been already used in the Liturgy 
in Paul’s time, he talks about the absolute humility of the God who became human, 
even to the extent of dying on a cross. This “hymn” is still used in our liturgy, especially 
during Holy Week services. The Latin plainchant begins, “Christus factus est…” (“Christ 
was humbler yet…”). It is one of the most beautiful passages of Scripture to spend time 
reflecting on its message and implications for our faith encounter with Christ. 

 
Prayer 
Simply spend some time reflecting on those words from our Second Reading, allowing them 
to penetrate our hearts and so to come to a deeper understanding of our Redemption through 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

 
 


