Reflections onthe Readings forthe 25th Sundayin Ordinary Time A

Matthew 20:1-16

On first hearing this parable many people are taken aback at its apparent injustice to
those who have worked long and hard all day in the vineyard, who are paid the same as
those who have only put in a single hour. This is, however, to miss the point of what Jesus
is saying. We have no right to question God’s generosity, to be jealous of others. The
landowner gives each person exactly what every labourer needed to feed his family that
day. In the grinding poverty of village life in Galilee in Jesus’ time, these same labourers
would have to try to find work the next day, and the day after that, and so on, to earn the
denarius they needed. God gives us what we need, not what we deserve, thank God!

Isaiah 55:6-9

The link with today’s Gospel Reading is clear, “my ways (are) higher than your ways, and
my thoughts higher than your thoughts.” These words are part of the final section of the
Isaiah who is writing as the Exiles return to Jerusalem after their Exile in Babylon. The
old ways of behaving that had led to the destruction of the Kingdom of Judah are not to
be repeated. The God who “will abundantly pardon” offers a model of behaviour for
those returning to their native land.

Philippians 1:20-24, 27

Without the preamble of Paul’s greetings to the community in Philippi we are plunged
into the heart of this letter and his core belief, “For me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain.” There is nothing else for Paul than to do what Christ asks of him: alive or dead!
Whatever else we are called upon to do in life we must, “Let your manner of life be
worthy of the gospel of Christ.”

Prayer

Lord, may we always be aware of your generosity towards us, granting us what we need, not
what we deserve. Help us to reach out to others in their needs, offering them your hope and
love. Amen.



