Reflections on the Readings for the 24th Sundayin OrdinaryTime A

Matthew 18:21-35

The parable in today’s Gospel reinforces the message of last week about the call to offer
forgiveness and reconciliation as often as it is needed. Presumably Peter thinks he is
being magnanimous in suggesting that seven times (the number which signifies
perfection) is more than sufficient in offering forgiveness. Jesus responds by saying that
the impossibly high number of seventy-seven is more like what is required. In other
words, there is no limit to forgiveness in God. This is underlined in the parable when the
servant who owes his master an enormous sum of money — an amount that would have
taken a slave several lifetimes to pay back — but now that same servant refuses to forgive
a fellow servant a paltry sum that could be paid back in a few weeks. The conclusion to
the parable has clear implications for all of us: we have been forgiven so much by our
God, and now we are called to share that same forgiveness with others.

Sirach 27:33-28:9

This book is often found in Bibles under the title “Sirach”, from the name of the author
“Yeshuaben Sira” (Jesus, son of Sirach). Other translations use the title “Ecclesiasticus”
—deriving from the Latin “Liber Ecclesiasticus” of “the Book of the Church”. It was called
this because, in the early centuries of the church, it was used as a book of instruction on
the behaviour expected by converts to the community. Originally written about 200 years
before Jesus’ lifetime, this book from the Wisdom Literature of the Old Testament was
used as a manual of instruction as to how a Jew was to remain observant and faithful,
under the Greek pagan rulers of Jerusalem at the time. The detrimental effects of anger
and the refusal to forgive are obvious connections with the theme of our Gospel.

Romans 14:7-9

Since resuming Ordinary Time our Second Readings have all come from this most
famous of Paul’s letters. Today, we are offered a final extract which offers us a concise
summary of the core of Paul’s teaching. Jesus is “Lord both of the dead and of the
living” and the way in which we live in response to this offers an example to others as
to how to live the faith that we profess. It is a reading often used at funeral services
where we remember the example of a loved one who we now commend back to God.
Prayer

Lord, whenever we find it difficult to offer forgiveness to others, help us to remember the
length and the depths of your gift of forgiveness to us. Amen.



