Reflections on the Readings forthe 23rd Sundayin Ordinary Time A

Matthew 18:21-35

This chapter of St Matthew’s Gospel is called the “Discourse on the Community”. It is
the fourth (of five) discourses/sermons in this Gospel, and we find Jesus talking
exclusively to his disciples. The chapter opens with them asking Jesus, “Who is the
greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?”. It prompts Jesus to respond by saying that
becoming childlike is the way to greatness. He then gives them the Parable of the Lost
Sheep. Jesus tells the disciples, “(I)tis not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one
of these little ones should perish.” It is important to remember this as we come to the
passage given us today.

Giventhis example, Jesus now moves on to talk about how forgiveness and reconciliation
are to be practiced in the community of the church. Here, too, the priority is to try every
means possible to promote reconciliation but, when someone turns down even the
approach of the whole community, nothing more can be done. Sadly, it is their own
choice. The reference to the involvement of the whole community continues in the final
part of the passage and offers us an illustration of the kind of community Jesus seeks to
promote.

Ezekiel 33:7-9

Up to this point in his writings Ezekiel has had to lay down in great detail the failures of
the people of Judah to observe their covenant obligations with God. Now, in this chapter,
he comes to sum up what he has been saying up to now. He begins by pointing out that
he has been faithful in passing on the message he was given to deliver, and itis down to
their own refusal to listen and to repent, that the destruction of the kingdom has come
about. He has executed the task given him. He can do no more.

Romans 13:8-10

Paul had never met Jesus in his lifetime and, apart from the central acts of his death and
resurrection, he does not recount any scenes from Jesus’ life and teaching (apart from
what he has been told about the Last Supper). Today, however, we find him referring to
the second of Jesus’ two great commandments, from Leviticus (19:18), “You shall love
your neighbour as yourself.” For Paul this is, “... the fulfilling of the Law.”

Prayer
Lord, may your Church shine as an example of love and forgiveness, that the whole world
may witness your reconciliation at work in our own day, and so give hope to a divided world.
Amen.



