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Holy Hour without Benediction for Vocations to the Priesthood 
in the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Exposition

During the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament it is fitting to sing a Eucharistic Prayer to introduce the period of prayer.

Prayer for Vocations

God our Father, From eternity You appointed Your only begotten Son to be the High Priest of the human race. Pour forth, we beseech You, Your Holy Spirit upon our families, that vocations to the priesthood may be multiplied. Lord Jesus, give us holy priests:

To offer up the sacrifice of the Mass; To lead the little ones to You;
To strengthen the faith of believers; To preach the Gospel to all peoples;
To bring forgiveness to sinners; To feed souls the Bread of Life;
To comfort the suffering & dying, and To spread Your Kingdom in our midst.

Mary, Mother of our High Priest, pray for us and obtain for us an increase of holy priests. Amen.

Reading (Matthew 9:35-38)

Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.”

Any of the readings from the Masses for Vocations would also be appropriate.

A period of adoration now follows during which it would be appropriate to pray the rosary for vocations with the relevant reflections. 

Prayer for Seminarians

All-powerful Father, protect your sons who are preparing for the priesthood. Help them remain faithful to prayer, diligent in their studies, and docile to spiritual direction. Protect them from temptation, keep them from all evil, and enflame their hearts with love so they may one day become
ardent and gentle shepherds for Your Church. Amen


During the Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament an appropriate Hymn is sung and it is fitting to conclude the Holy Hour with the Marian Anthemn of the Season. 
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