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All were welcomed
on a ‘night of light’

A LIGHT display projected
on the wall oulside the Maw-
casile church sakd: “Wel-
come, We've gol a place for
you”, wriles Alison Rebello.
It wias the evening before the
Carabac Cup final at Wemb-
ley, and the first mission out-
reach project of its kind at St
Teresa's Church, Heaton,
Aptly tited & night of light,
passers-by were invited to
come inside from T.230pm-
10.30pm and light a candle,

S3Y 3 prayer or sit in the pres-
ence of the Blessed Sacra-
ment.

Parish counc member

Gemma_ Coward went cut on
Heaton Road wih a B candle,
along with The Sisters of Mis-
sionanes of Chardy, who went
out in grouns of two.

At the end of the night, the
organisers counted a breath-
taking &2 candes: one M by 3
couple who had esperenced
a miscarrage; another h'%ﬂ;
E}ung person who had left

hurch a couple of years ago
but came in and prayed, went
to confession and felt glad to
be back m church, and one by
a MUFC fan.

Wamy peopls feit at peace
thanks to the beautife! hymns
and chanis beng playsd in the
background.

Raoiant pictures of the can-
diielit church taken that night
a'so tefl an inspiring iale —ane
showed 3 heart-shaped light
forming behind the tasemacs

Germma Coward said: “The
focus was on evangelising the
coal community and inwiti

2 in 1o meet the Blesse
Sacrament for the first time. It
was breathiaking to s=e.”

Farish priest Fr Jonathon
Bowes said: *lt was an incred-
e expersnce to host such
an evening_.. | hawe had the
opponunily io engage in some
very deep faith comversations
ana get to know how God is
working i people’s lves. In-
spired oy this | hope fo repeat
this event durng summser.

In neighbouring church St
Ajdan’s, Benton, the newslet-
fer contained a surprise entry
on 5t LLIIEI Scrosoppl —patran
saint of footoallers — asking
parshioners to seek his inter-
cession. Lo and behold the
next day a trophy came home
after a wait of 70 years!

New hymn is a hit at St Patrick’s

U Smiles fromm Uhe clengy at the end of Mass: Fr David Russell, Fr Mark Millward, Deacon Jeff Parkes, Canon
John Cooper, Deacon Mick Wood, Fr Nick Jennings, MC Michas| Toole and Fr Frank MeCullagh.

STOHCRTON s “gloricus” 5t Fatrick has
had o new kit Bymn written and sung for
him! 1 eajoyed its premier performance
at the ammiversary Moss to celehrate the
half-century simee the Fairfield church
opened im 1975, writes John Bailey.

The Mass was concelebmted om 52
Patrick’s Day, Morch 17, with former
parish priests Fr Frank McCuallagh, Fr
Dnwid Fassell and Fr Mick Jenmings retim
img to joim parish priest Canon Johs
Cowaper, wiho pressded, and new Vicar Cen
eral (wowth]) Fr Mok Millward

The new hymn started life as a poem by
parishioner M Deborah Edwards - insps
ration came to her in o flush in the middle
of the night.

W, | did pet up straight awvay and wrne
it all our™ Deb told Momhern Cross

Musician Des Murray stepped in, the pair
became cosauthors and AH Cuor Days made
it dehut ns the secomd communion Eyme
at the 7 o'vlock Thanksgiving Mass

It pot an immediste weleome from the
congregation, Wi pomed i with onganist
Anne-Marie Wilsan's first palic resdiion
af it. She was ncoompanied by her dasghier
Wictoria an flute and Dies Murmy an guitar,

A ld-gsirong committee had organised the
anniversary festivities.

Cuman Jobn welcomed hrother prieses und
permunent deacons the Rev Michae] Wood
and the Rev leff Parkes alomg with MC
hichas] Toole, who doubled as crosshearer
to lead the clergy procession to amd from
the altar

Parishioner Terry Egerton read from the
Book of lereminh amd led Psalm 117 on a

5t Patrick's theme - Go into all the warld
and proclaim the goad news

Dencon Jeff Parke camied the massal high
showe his hesd to the ambo to read St
Luke's guspel stary about the mstnoctions
for the 72 disciples who went forth to
spreaid the word, and Deacon Mick Waoonsd
resd the hidding prayers oo seven themes,
the first thanking God fier the *wonderfi
spinit’ of St Patrck’s.

Canon Cooper captured the Bstory and
colour of the parish in his homily. He'd
consulied the hooklet produced for the
church opening and concluded that it must
have besn “a very Erish occasion™,

Faith of our Fathers and Hail Glorious 51
Patrick were the concluding hymms.

First parish priest Fr Michael Hossey was
an Irishman, said the camon, and %o were
seven of the priests supparting him - Frs
Tom Cass, Clem Haoverty, George amd Ben
Carery, Hugh MoCann, Tommy Dallard and
Canon O"Callaghan: “Whao, while barn
the Maorth East, was as Irish ax the ress of
them!™ he sl

Camom John leét go a hitle thoapht of his
own- “As this Celtic choir belted our Hail
Glorioes St Patrick | can see movar the smile
on Bighop Hagh Lindsay’s face.™

The parish was founded eight vears be
fore the charch was bail

Mlass was celebmisd in the school and, as
parishioners, the Men’s Club and the
Cuthalic 'Women™s League raflied in sup
part. plans were formed to build o church.

=1 know some of you were here 50 years
sga when Hishop Lindssy opened this
charch dedicated to 5t Fatrick on the feast

of St Pagrick,” sail the canon. A semse of
commimity developed with many desp
frizndships among purishicners to this day.

“This evening we thank God far the many
graces and blessings he has given to this
parish over the years. 'We remember those
who hove died, and we thonk them for ther
contribution 8o parish life.”

The capon asked the chierch - well filled
with 140-plus parishioners - to remensher Fr
Hussey im thear pryers. “He always seemed
b bex smiling, ™ he said.

He especially thanked Fr Frank, Fr Davad
ured Fr Mick, all of whom helped pasish
iomers o grow spiritmlly and falfil work
for parish groaps like the SV and the 5o
ceety for the Protection of the Linharn
Child

Canon John gquoted a lengthy paseape
from historian Simon Shama's History of
Hritnin, embracing Painck

The lesson we keam from St Patrick is a
lemmon for all time: We can't achieve things
on o gvain. We need the help and the
peevwer of G,

The parizh v im the hall was a splendid
wocial, & buffet tuble the width of the hall
Fanded with fomd, n kitchen team wocking
full chrotile o pour e amd coffee and wash
ug, displays of photographs recalling hakfo
cemtury of parish evests lomned by mem
beers, and n cake cotting ceremony by
Camon John and 92-year-okl parishioner
Alfred MoAmdrew

Topping the cake
stutue of 5t Patrick
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