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The Diocesan Youth Council
Introduction
The Hexham & Newcastle Diocesan Youth Council is an integral part of the Catholic Diocese, serving as a vital platform for the voices of our young people. It seeks to actively engage with diocesan initiatives, fostering a deeper connection between youth and the Church’s leadership.
History
Historically, the Diocesan Youth Council functioned as a dynamic assembly where young people from schools, colleges, and parishes represented their peers and communicated directly with the Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle. The council played a key role in organising events and programmes that addressed the spiritual, social, and developmental needs of our young Catholics.
Meetings were held three times a year, including an annual residential gathering, which helped to strengthen friendships and encourage collaborative planning. Many young people formed lifelong connections through the council, building networks that supported their personal and spiritual growth. It provided a unique space where members gained confidence, deepened their faith, and became actively involved in their communities.
However, like many initiatives, the COVID-19 pandemic led to a significant pause in the council’s activities. Now, there is a renewed commitment to relaunch this important body.
Skills Development and Personal Growth
Participation in the Diocesan Youth Council not only offers young people a platform to voice their opinions and influence diocesan activities but also contributes significantly to their personal and leadership development.
Members are encouraged to take on leadership roles, fostering both spiritual growth and active engagement within the diocese. The council serves as a forum where young Catholics can strengthen their faith while developing valuable skills such as:
· Leadership experience
· Public speaking and communication
· Organisational and teamwork skills

These skills extend beyond the Church, equipping young people for future opportunities in education, careers, and wider society.
The Need for Relaunch
Recognising the vital role of the Diocesan Youth Council in the spiritual and social fabric of our community, the Diocese is committed to relaunching the council in 2025. This initiative aligns with Pope Francis' vision for a synodal Church, a Church that listens, engages, and fosters genuine participation.
Pope Francis has emphasised that the Church should be a place where everyone, especially young people, is heard. A truly synodal diocese is shaped by the voices of its youth.
The relaunch will focus on adapting and evolving the council to meet the needs of today’s young people, ensuring that their voices remain at the heart of diocesan life. It embodies the synodal approach, where open dialogue and shared insights shape the future direction of the Church.
The first meeting, scheduled on 18th May 2025, will bring together representatives from schools, colleges, universities, and parishes to discuss the formation of the new council and begin drafting its constitution. This meeting is not only a call to past members but also an open invitation to all young people within the diocese who wish to contribute to the renewal and future of the Youth Council.
Pope Francis reminds us:
"A synodal Church is a Church which listens, which realises that listening 'is more than simply hearing.' It is a mutual listening in which everyone has something to learn."
(Address on the 50th Anniversary of the Institution of the Synod of Bishops, 17 October 2015)
With this spirit of mutual respect and learning, the Diocesan Youth Council is set to embark on a new phase, one that ensures young people play an active and meaningful role in the life of the Church. 

Amy Cameron & Phillip Salkeld
Diocesan Director of Formation & Mission Development & Acting Director of YMT 


Practical information:
We invite each secondary school and parish to nominate two representatives (Year 9 and above) to take part in this exciting initiative—the Diocesan Youth Council.
Why Join?
· Amplify Young Voices – Ensure young people are heard at a diocesan level
· Shape the Future – Help guide the direction of the Church
· Make a Real Impact – A platform for students passionate about their faith to take action
Flexible Involvement: The Council’s activities will be streamed online, allowing young people of different ages and locations to participate.
First Gathering – Be Part of the Relaunch!
Date: Sunday 18th May 2025
Venue: St. Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle
Time: 2:30 pm – 4:00 pm
This interactive session will:
· Introduce the vision for the Youth Council
· Provide a space for young people to share their ideas
· Explore opportunities to take an active role in the Church’s mission
Support & Next Steps
We truly appreciate your support in identifying and encouraging young people to take part in this initiative.
To nominate people, please send their details to: admin@ymt.org
Under 18s: A parental consent form is required – Please see separate document
A photography and video consent form is also included below- Potential council members aged 13 and over should complete the photography and video consent form themselves. If a potential council member would not be able to make this decision – for example, due to additional learning needs or other circumstances affecting their ability to understand the consent process – please contact ymt at admin@ymt.org for the parental consent version of the form.
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Diocesan Youth Council
Consent to the use of images (photography and filming)
 
During Youth Council activities, we might take photos and videos of you. We’d like to use these for:
· The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle/Youth Ministry Trust website and social media.
· Posters, leaflets, or other materials to promote Youth Council events.
· Local or national news stories about Youth Council activities.
These photos and videos will only be used to share news about Youth Council events or to encourage others to get involved in the future.
	Full name
	

	Email address
	

	Contact number
	

	Address
	

	

	
	Postcode
	



Please complete the following to indicate your consent:
	
	Yes
	No

	I’m happy for photos of me to be shared on the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle’s/Youth Ministry Trust website and social media.
	
	

	I’m happy for videos of me to be shared on the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle’s/Youth Ministry Trust website and social media.
	
	

	I’m happy for my photos to be used in posters, leaflets, or other promotional materials.
	
	

	I’m happy for my photos to be shared with local or national newspapers.
	
	



	Signed
	

	Date
	






The information you have provided on this form will be stored securely and used by the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle and the Youth Ministry Trust, only for the purposes stated above. Further details of how we process your data, and your rights, are included in the Diocesan Privacy Notice which can be accessed at https://diocesehn.org.uk/privacy-policy/ or by request from data.protection@diocesehn.org.uk or on 0191 2433300 ext. 102.
 Where you have given consent for processing personal data, you can withdraw or change this consent at any time by contacting admin@ymt.org  All processing of your personal data will cease once you have withdrawn consent, other than where this is required or permitted by law. This will not affect any personal data that has already been processed prior to that point.
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