Fostering love for almost 50 years

IT WAS o wonderful moment for la
term foster carers Theresa and
Jewibt, their fnmily and parishioners at
Emglish Martyrs, Sis Peter and Panl,
Sinckion, when Fr Mark Millward pre-
senbed them with a Benemerenti medal
from Pope Frameis recently.

The "s remarkahle story stretches
back to 1 wihen Theresa was admitted
o Bospatal with a serious comdition, aged
ei Her £ Winnie and Hill
;.ﬁ'.tmn “m to prepare for the
warst, and she received the sacrmment of
the sack. Miraculoashy, she retumned bome
four months kater

Back home, Winmie and Bill saw a local
neswspaper notioe seeking a family 1o Jook
after twin habses whaose parents were un-
able to give them the care they neaded.
\lhn&.gmgivuﬁ.uul::luﬂndlhlt
Theresa had survived, they
unﬂ'ﬂ:zmluhmnclpunnfﬂ?:fum:l].'

Some years later, the twims” social
worker contacted them to sk if they cowld
laok after a tad- Id for a week. He
stuyed with the family until be got mar-

ried! A boy called Thomas, who had been
livimg in & chibdren's home, followed.

The couple had eight children of their
own, =0 mised 12 children, as well as fos-
tering other little ones for short periods.

Theresa grew up and trained af the BV,
qualifying as a nurse, where she met Hob
Jewitt. The couple married in 1975,

They were approved to be foster carers
with the diocesan Rescue Society, then
Seockton local suthartty, amd went on o
foster babies who wouald retum o their
own family ar go on to be adopted by an=
otiser family.

The two generations devoted much of
their lives to fostering.

Theresa and Bob took their responsibil=
ity very seriousl arimg kst
gﬂi%m‘ o ¥, only retiring kst year,

Orver thie years they have given bowve and
care to many babies and their families -
as well as their four children - often going
abowve and beyond to do so.

‘When babies needed
oL kbt
amd Bob would hold the family fort. Son

Sean, who lives with them, has played a
speci T,
m:i:ﬂillitﬂmiwﬂmﬂjuf
the children’s families they helped.
Whilst fostering, the couple cared for
Winnie, who became ill with Alrheimer's.
Mo longer able to commumicate, they en-
sured she was still comforted by a loving
family
D'u.nnglh::tml:,ﬂnlrruddml}rhu:lu
strake, s0 Theresa cared for him too. Even
while m:m':r'l:lg Bob was able to sit and
give habies a hottle feed amd & cuddle.
After the medal presestation i church
-:l:hlmnﬁﬂ'lﬁﬂ:l:n:wu.mmund
a
Parishiomers are trying to get nsed to
seeing Theresa amd Bob at Mass without
a prum and a baby.
Theresa amd Bob say they don't feel
ﬁdn‘fn‘“ “ve done, amd believe
them all the tools needed - they
Jjust used them.

Bt wee kenoy are an mspiration.
And just in case, haven't the pat the

cot i the loft just yet!

An MBE for Elspeth!

KUMI Community Fommdation fonmder
nndl St Awgustine's, Dorlington, parishioner
Elpeth Rohinson was delighted io discover
King Charbes had granted her an MEBE in
the mew yenr™s honours list io recognise her
SErVICES oversens.

Elspeth almost missed the good news as the
Descemnber email informing ber about it landsd
in a *junk’ folder.

Lackily there was a follow up = and she was
overjoyed - but is kooking forawand o receiving
H:]:IEEIH] Iﬂmrhﬁcpgdzu:iﬁngﬂum
tatnon.

Elspeth is best known to Morthern Cross
resdlers far her wrkb:lpllgchlldrm'mﬁdu-
abilitics in naral

The foundation was fousded m 2019 and its
missaon 1% ongoing, with Elspeth visiting three
times lagt vear, inchding n late asmtumn to
overses the transpartation of & contaimer with
140 wheelchairs. She aleo recently orgamised

a fundraizing ceilidh ag home.

*1 il neo ickesa | was going to receive this, amd
I don't consider | deserve it,” said Elspeth.
*We are a team. Of coarse ["m delighted to
have been honoured with an MBE, bug I'm
also humibled.

It all besgan in 20602 after [ retired as a phys-
potherapist. 1 read an article about am old lep-
rosy cemtre in easterm Ugamda, mowr o gemeral
hospital, asking for volusteers so | replied and
i long afiersards arrived in am anknown
world... Gmdually we developed a pro=
gramme based in the rural community for fam-
ilies living m extreme poverty and with

isahilities amd/or malnowrishment.

*Char mission is to *kelp other to help them-
selves” amd to give the extremely poor who are
:El:ﬁ with a disabalsty im the bush a chance in

You can fimd ot more about the foumdation
at wearw kumicommumnity fousdation co.uk

Called to serve

by Grete Jokubaityte

THE Guild of 5t Stephen for Altar
Ba.:'m has p'u:;n'l-nd Francis ‘Wulc:
with a qgl:l award cerlificale recogn
.Eact. ara as an altar server.
Eﬂlﬂ aged just five, Francis
began his training with his great friend,
Vincent Burgess.
Early morning, after their mothers had
mrﬂ_lum aiﬁjmildren sorted for
, the WOl y them
to Mass at Sk ert's, mﬂjﬂa those
days the parish was in the care of the
Benedictines, and Fr James Donovan
Q5B — knowm locally as the etemnal curate
Ehanedﬂbmathhssmd henle—
iciion, nre Their ar
sening and deﬁl:alspgnmﬁalsn Eqr.lﬁEd
ﬂ'-_lglhn fo dumuat school. o
is won a senvi
e rtnEﬁIqJ n-g

Group, so shift working paitems

— for 78 years!

made it mpossible to confinue. Sadly, he

died relatively you
Frms wnwednE:r honour Vincent's

munogwa_ ing to serve the Church
in wh n:'.q:al:ly'hewaﬁ called o do

I-IE became a senior sener and master
of ceremonies, and also acted as a sac-
ristan, extraordinary minister of holy com-

mmanl:lreader ower the years.
| for the bBlessing of

being able to senie m Rome, Lourdes, Fa-
tima, the Holy Land, Poland and mamny
more places.

Atthe guild's Annual General Maem;g
Lendon in Mowember, prEldent Mr a
Briers KCHS presented the
spoke of Francis' depth uf-::mrnimui.

Andy Du}lh_ the guild's diccesan direc-
tor, said: "1 congratulate Francis on his
sterling service Over many years — he is
an inspiration toe us all. The Guild of 5t
Stephen exists to train, recognise and re-
ward cur many servers across the country
and intermnationaliy.”

O Francis Walker with the gold award

certificate for hiz
a6 an Allar Server. Phota: Andy Deyhe.
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Opening doors for the jubilee
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our diocese.
At 11_30am fhe faithful gathered at fhe Cathedral
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