THE annual feast of Qur Lady
and St Vincent took place with
heartfelt devolion in Walker on
October ZT.

The salemn celsbraton I:u?jgan
with a Holy Mass celebrate t&

apuchin priest Fr Paul from
Francis Friary, Curham, assisted
by Fr Jojo Plappallil SMI. Parizh-
iomers, family and friends joined in,
hionouring ther beloved patrons n
a day of spiritual unity and joy.

Fr Paul emphasised, in his
homily, that like St Vinceni, whoss
charity and compassion have in-
spred centunes of belfevers, the
faithful ar invited to be bearers of
light i their communities.

n a homily that touched the
hearts of many parishioners, he
asked e'.reriﬂ:ne gathered to be
that radiant light for athers.

Following ass parishoners

Be bearers f I_igh
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jzined in a sclemn procession
around  the church, pictured

, with the tradiional um-
brella and canocpy carrying the
beautfully-adomed  status
Mother Mary

Hyrmns were sung and the gen-
ile sound of prayer uplifted the
solemn atmosphens. [ was 3 miov-
m% display of participation incompo-
ralng perscnal prayers  and
petitioning to Mary for her help and
ntercession. This concluded with
2 time of togethemness as parsh-
oners shared snacks and enjoyed
=ach other's fellowship.

Fr Jojo expressed his gratiude o
the parishioners for the actve par-
ticipation and suppert of the com-
munity and added that this is a
profound reminder of faith in ac-
ticn. He asked everyone to camy
Christ's lowe into their daily lves.

Michael takes the Long
Walk to receive his MBE!

IT*5 w fine, dry October morming and
a car mukes its woy stesdily along the
two-and-u-hall mile tree-lined avenue
to the alidest and lnrgest oceapisd cos-
tle in the world. This is the Long YWalk
and it beads up to the ancient fortress
of Windsor Castle, writes Muoria
Froeer.

At the wheel is Michae] Dickson. In the
passenger seat, his wite, Marisa and be
hind them soms Mike and Masthew, who
have joumeyed from the Morth East so
that Michael can be awarded the MBE
for his putstanding work in the food in
dustry amd the communities of Tyne and
Wear.

For the award ceremony one family a
a time went into the Grand Reception
Room. This s where Micksel came gsce
o faoe with William, Prince of Wales

Michael was taken aback at how tall
Prince Willsam is in real life - a giant of
a mian, Michsel reckons

S0, what was the conversation?

The talk was of Michasl's Tl-year-ald
thind generation family business . and
Michael poanted ouf to the prince that
they both share a common ancestry — in
(iermany

L drive, Lomg YWalk, kag check-in
anid next, long phodo shoot

Michael says that this waiting time
gnve him the opportunity to chat fo otber
recipients wha were presemt. He de
scribes them as: “A fascinating collection
af people wha had the most amazing sto
ries to tell”

Machaes] retwmed to his parish of 5t
Giregory's Church in South Shields with
his MBE and a great many memories. He
reflected an the people he™d met amd o
the cutstamdding welcome offered to all by
the castle staff who put everyone at ther
ease with their warmith and bumour,

Congratulations from us all, Michae]!
Keep up your great wark

O Michael with His Royal Highness, William, Prince of Wales.
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O Fr William Michel, Dave Peffer, Frank Hodges and lan Lord, with 1102 following their form class Mazs,

Share your

;J'Emrm ther bovs, eome rally rovred
Ei". w

THE spening words aof 51 Cuth-
bert’s Cathelic High School™s
hvmmn, above, will be Tamiliar to
many readers af the Morthern
Cross and o old boys of 50 Cuth-
bert"s, writes deputy bead reacher
Dravid swindells.

Foemer teachers Frank Hodges,
Lan Lord and Dave Fedler were wel-
commed back o 51 Cathbert's m md-
Movember o bagin an arclhve

~ mMmemories of
&tk St Cuthbert’s

project which will mselede an aoter-
v nmelme, dociamented reconds
and the creation and Tilmng of a
dacu-drama abaut how the expen-
ence ol bemg a Cuthbernan has
changed from 1881 w0 2024

If any old boys of the school -
studlents or stall - from any era of
the schools  lstory  have any
videns, photographs or documents
they wish o share, please contact

Frank Hodges o O1%] 21317590 or
emal Frank at frankE5hodgesi)

bBlmterner. com



