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Thank you,
Jack — the
man behind
the matches

AFTER this year's Bishop's Cup
deciding malch in July, repre-
senlalives from Lhe four schools
presented cup secrelary and
former 51 Joseph's, Sunderiand,
head teacher Jack Foster wilh a
special pennanl in recognition
of his services lo Hexham and
Mewcastle diocese over the lasi
30 years, writes 5t Malthew's
football coach Madelaine Wikdin.

Jack told Morthern Cross: *l was
shocked as | wasn't EIZF!EIIinﬂ any-
thimg. | am thrilled to bits.” Jack s
piciured here with Madeleing, who
rmade the wonderdful surprise pre-
seniation pitch side at 51 Stephen’s
school, Longbenton.

® Tum io pages §-9 o read mors
ahout the 2024 loumaments, plus
maore o thelr story, cowtesy of
JEER

Called to transform: Fr Joseph,
Hexham and Newcastle’s new priest

1™ AN mplifting ceremony witnessed by Sellow
clergy. family nnad fricmls, Joseph O Brien was
nrdmined o pricst by Bishop Stephen Wright im
St Mary's Cathedral, Neweastle, on July 24.

Fr Joseph = who completed his prepamtion at
the Venemble English College, Eome - grew up
im Whitley By with mother Mania, father BMickse]
and Brother Liam, amd attended 5t Thomas More
Academy, Morth Shields.

Visitors from Fome, incleding Yenerable En
plish College rector Fr Stephen Wang and vice
rector Fr Christopher Warren, joined others from
soross England, Scotland, Finlard and the LS as
Jomepi tonk the final sep in his path o priesthood.

In his homily, Bishop Stephen said: “At this
Mass we witness the asdacity of God as you,
Joseph, are ordained o praest. Mot simply an office
holder but a sacrament, called fo transform peo
ple’s lives in forgiveness amd absolution; called
trumsfiorm earthly elements into beavenly realiies
im the ewcharise.

“All ssoraments change people and realsty all
tive time. Today, Joseph, the Lord changes vou to
b His priest. Owur first resding desoribes the
prophet [satah’s mission. At His home town syn
apopee in Mazareth Jesus chooses this fext as an
imitial mission stezment, if yow will.

“My brother Joseph, the Lord now anamts you
with the oil of chrism to brng the good news to
the poor, fo bind up the broken hearted, to pro
claim liberty to captives, to proclim a year of
favour for the Lord and to comfort those who
mourn, %0 that ashes become o garland, the
mamarning robes become the oil of gladness, de
spondency becomes praise.

“Many, mamy joys await you in your ministry.
ou will be the Lord's anointed to make these
praces and jovs present

“loseph, continue fo pray for the people, the
many, many umknown people vou will minister
with and to. The Lard awaits yow™

Fr Joseph's mother Mana saul: “The ordination
ceremay was very aplifting — we all thaoroughly
enjoyed it There were a lot of people from all
wilks of life who sid they foumd it very moving,.
Hopefally their faith has been renewed.”

The next day Fr Joseph returned to his family’s
parish of Char Lady Star of the Sea when he cele
brited] his fimst Bass at St Edward"s Church, Whit
ley Buy.
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U Mewly-ordained Fr Joseph with Bishop Stephen.

Cardinal Hume
School is simply
OUTSTANDING!
says Ofsted

CARMMYNAL Hame Cotholic School in
Wrrekenton, Gatesheal, is celehrating an ex=
ceptional achievement following its recent C-
stedl inspection and “Chotstanding” rating im oll
wreas, writes David Baotle.

Head teacker Brendan Bobson, pictured lefi
with students and Bishop Wilkmson Catholic
Edmcation Trust CEO M qu][urn. saiel: 1 am de
lighted that the inspection feam was able to cap.
ture the exemplary work that goes on here day
in, day aut . Excellent schools are founded on
parimership and | am pleased thae the conzribu
tions of our students, staff amd families have
been recognized. They are a credit to the schoal
el owr wikder commumnity.”

Football
double
makes
history

FOR the first time
gince the lournamenis
bagan, ane primary
gchool has won both
the Bishop's and
Maorthern Cross cups
= 31 Matthew's from
Jarrow.
Congralulalions

to their players
and coachas!



