Laudato Si’' Encounter

Adopting listening and dialogue as a lifestyle
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MONTHLY INTENTION:

For the Synod: Let us pray for the Church, that
she may adopt listening and dialogue as a life-
style at every level, allowing herself to be guided
by the Holy Spirit towards the world’s peripheries
(Pope’s Prayer Intention)

“Care for nature is part of a lifestyle which in-
cludes the capacity for living together and com-
munion. Jesus reminded us that we have God as
our common Father and that this makes us broth-
ers and sisters” (LS 228).
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https://www.popesprayer.va/the-challenges-facing-humanity-and-assists-the-mission-of-the-church/#INTENTIONS

PRAYERFORLISTENING

(from the LSM Prayer Book)

Most blessed holy Trinity, Creator, Savior and Ruah Through
Your Word of life All was and is created, All was redeemed
and is called to redemption, All was united in Your
bosom of love and is called to live in communion.
Because of You, dear Trinity, All of creation is a constant
exercise of listening to Your Word So that we can
embody the Word in our own lives.

Teach us, therefore, how to truly listen to Your
creating and creative Word.

Remind us that Your Word is present and can
be heard in each living being.

May we listen and learn from Your message
present throughout nature.

Open our ears and our hearts and teach us strength and
courage so that we may hear the pain and suffering of our
sister mother earth and of those most affected
by the socio-environmental crisis.

Amen.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MrUlwe7W6PuY_JnuGynJfswOSc1Zh02H/view?usp=drive_link

MONTHLY REFLECTION

We confirm our ‘yes”: Reflections on Mt 21:28-32

Going from the local Church to the ends of the world is
the great appeal of this missionary month. We are com-
pelled to leave our comfort zone, leave our self-indul-
gence, and go to the existential peripheries. Because it
is bold, hope knows how to look beyond personal com-
forts, the small securities that shorten our horizons, to
make us open ourselves to the great ideals that make
life more beautiful and dignified, as taught by Pope
Francis and all those who engage in his invitation to live
God'’s Project. A strong expression of this was our par-
ticipation in WYD and our engagement with the Season
of Creation actions, which are about letting justice and
peace flow like a mighty river.
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The liturgy of the first Sunday of October challenges
us to confirm our “yes to God” and highlights the call to
human beings to believe in the goodness of the Crea-
tor, to do God’s will. Joyous to be the children of God,
we say “yes”. It is not an easy or simple task as it calls
for letting go of our personal and petty projects. Say-
ing “no” to God’s project is leaving the path that leads
us to eternal happiness, to the glory of contemplating
God face to face. So, let us dare to trust in God and be
guided by his Word.



The Gospel reading (Mt 21:28-32) must be under-
stood in the context of Jesus’ teaching (didaskalia).
The narrative is the parable of the two sons. There
is a connection between father, son, work, and vine-
yard. The Kingdom can be compared to a vineyard
that must produce good and tasty fruit. Each human
being is invited to work in the vineyard, in the day-to-
day cultivation of this reality that is planted with our
hands, a symbol of construction, of everyone’s syn-
ergy. In the Gospel for this Sunday, the eldest son’s
response is “l don’t want to”. However, he repented,
understood his important role in cultivating the vine-
yard, and attended to his father. The father came to
the second son and made the same proposal. The
son replied: “Yes, sir, | will”, but did not. Which of the
two did his father’s will?

The parable referred directly to religious leaders, who
criticized Jesus’ preference for sinners. The “sinners”,
despised by the leaders of the people, were able to
listen to John the Baptist, believe in his message and
change their lives, while the leaders “did not believe
in him”. It is not enough to show off as good people:
it is necessary to do deeds of justice, to work for life
and freedom. The Kingdom does not belong to those
who consider themselves righteous but to sinners
who believe and change their lives.
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QUESTIONS
FORREFLECTION

United by the strength of prayer and anointed by the
spirit of mission, what is your level of participation
in the construction of an outgoing Church, as Pope
Francis encourages us to do?

Do you see a connection between the theme of to-
day’s Gospel (Mt 21:28-32), “Yes to God”, and letting
justice and peace flow like a mighty river in the con-
text of the Season of Creation?

If you can relate the two situations, what would it take
for you to leave your local Church and experience the
movement of being a synodal Church?

Ask yourself whether during this Season of Crea-
tion, as a follower of Christ on our synodal journey,
you have been able to live the experience of sharing,
working, and praying so that our common home can
once again teem with life.

What was the impact of the actions taken in the Sea-
son of Creation 2023 on your role as a steward of
Creation to safeguard the sustainability of the Planet,
our Common Home?




Leonor de Freitas, Laudato Si’ Animator, Angola.

ECO-CONVERSION
STORY

Eco-conversion: a story based on local chal-
lenges

My eco-conversion story began in my teenage years,
but only superficially because | took action only to
comply with orders from the school principal. In my
adulthood, it sprang from a challenge | was made to
care for our common home. My persistence in car-
ing for the environment and protecting our common
home became more efficient with the reading of
Pope Francis’ socio-environmental encyclical Laud-
ato Si' It was through that letter that | was able to
rediscover my mission as a Christian to care for our
common home.

What | have seen, considering the scenario around
me, is a lack of commitment to others on the part of
many Christians. This is because eco-conversion is
precisely a concern we must share toward all that
surrounds us, especially when it faces destruction
due to irresponsible actions by human beings them-
selves. This human being has forgotten that neigh-
bors were facing destruction.
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However, we must find mechanisms to defend this
neighbor, Nature, as a being that is also entitled to hav-
ing a legal personality and rights to be protected. This
guarantee and protection must be part of governments’
priorities, hence the need to train communities to de-
fend the Rights of Nature in their local realities.

It is important, though, to respond to the current envi-
ronmental crisis that we are all experiencing and feel-
ing. In Angola we are witnessing environmental degra-
dation caused by human actions, partly due to a total
lack of knowledge about the care for creation and the
consequences that can arise from not doing so.

Regarding the problems we are experiencing, it is im-
portant that we continue to raise awareness of best
practices in terms of waste disposal, especially among
people who live near drainage ditches to discourage
harmful practices for public health in general and for
marine environments in particular. Hence the necessary
persistence in public actions to encourage environmen-
tal protection.

Therefore, it is important to give space to Nature so
that she can do her job and exist as the Creator intend-
ed it. To that end, a profound spiritual transformation is
necessary, a new spirituality, which implies repentance,
a change of minds and hearts, new attitudes and new
relationships.

“Change is something desirable, yet it becomes a

source of anxiety when it causes harm to the world and
to the quality of life of much of humanity” (LS 18).
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HEARING
CREATION’'S CRY

Activities with Animators in Angola
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HEARING

CREATION'’S SONG

Leonor, Laudato Si’ Animator, in a local activity




TAKE ACTION

“Laudate Deum”, new exhortation by Pope Francis

After announcing that an “update” to Laudato Si’ was
needed, Pope Francis will publish “Laudate Deum”,
an apostolic exhortation on the care for our common
home, on October 4.

In eight years, the signs of the times and human sci-
ences have shown us that the challenges humanity
is facing have deepened dramatically. Science has
highlighted deepening global ecological challenges.

This exhortation by Pope Francis is a reason for re-
newed hope.

Watch this event where scientists, religious and lay
people share the most important messages of the
new exhortation and help us understand how impor-
tant they are for our daily lives.

Watch event
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LSM CORE VALUES

Learn more about each of the 10 core values
that ground LSM’s mission and identity

Building bridges

We open space for collaboration between
organizations and individuals across bor-
ders and regions. We work hand-in-hand
with other Christians, other faith communi-
ties, and social and environmental move-
ments as a single human family.

Read the theologicalreflection here
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https://laudatosimovement.org/news/lsm-core-value-building-bridges/

