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The school is fully compliant with the curriculum requirements laid down by the Bishops’ Conference

The school is fully compliant with all requirements of the diocesan bishop

The school has responded to the areas for improvement from the last inspection

of the diocese of Hexham and Newcastle on:

Date: 13-14 July 2023

Summary of key findings
What the school does well

St Matthew's school is an authentic faith filled community with a joyous culture of
welcome. The school's ‘Lifesong’ mission underpins and permeates everything - it is
all encompassing.

Highly committed staff ensure that all pupils thrive and enable them to live out their
own unique Lifesong.

Prayer is at the heart of the school; it is given high priority and as a result, forms its
daily rhythm.

Pupil's behaviour is exemplary, they are polite and respectful.

This Catholic Schools Inspectorate inspection was carried out under canons 804 & 806 of the code of canon law. For maintained
schools and academies in England it fulfils the statutory requirements of s.48 of the Education Act 2005. For maintained schools and
academies in Wales it fulfils the statutory requirements of s.50 of the Education Act 2005.
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e The religious education curriculum is a strength, where teachers teach from the
heart; it is very well planned, effectively linking Catholic life and mission and prayer
and liturgy.

e The uniqueness of St Matthew's community is celebrated, where highly effective
parish links and relationships between the governors and the school are a strength.

What the school needs to improve:

e Provide opportunities for children to articulate how the Catholic life and mission of
the school impacts on their own lives and on the lives of others in a culturally
diverse society.

e Provide opportunities for children to articulate the effect that prayer has on
themselves and their lives.
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Catholic life and mission

How faithfully the school responds to the call to live as a Catholic community at the service of the
Church’s educational mission.

Pupil outcomes
The extent to which pupils contribute to and benefit from the Catholic life and 1 |—
MISSION OF the SCROOI i e et et et et et et e et e et e et e et e e e et e

Provision

The quality of provision for the Catholic life and mission of the school .....c....c..ccc... 1 |—
Leadership

How well leaders and governors promote, monitor and evaluate the provision for 1

the Catholic life and mMission Of the SCROOI it e et et e e et e e e

Catholic life and mission is outstanding because pupils have a deep understanding of the
school's Lifesong mission, and how they live out their own unique Lifesong. One pupil summed
it up beautifully saying, ‘Lifesong is all about how we live our lives, it's about loving and inspiring
others'. Pupils enthusiastically embrace this mission and as a result they are beginning to
evangelize others to live out their own Lifesong. However, they are not yet confident to clearly
express the impact these opportunities have on themselves and others. As a result of the very
clear mission statement, pupils treat everyone with respect and know that each person is
made in the image of God and loved by him. Their behaviour is exemplary; they are polite,
courteous, and respectful. They are committed to following the teaching and example of Jesus
and they demonstrate respect for those of other faiths and religions. Pupils are proud of their
religious identity, deeply valuing the Catholic tradition of their school and its very strong links
to the parish community. Pupils benefit greatly from this shared commitment to faith
development.

The provision for the Catholic Life of the school is given the highest priority. St Matthew's
school has a unique approach to bringing their mission of the Catholic church to life for not
only the pupils, but for the school and parish community. Lifesong is a very effective vehicle
that has enabled St Matthew's to be a beacon of faith which shines out for all to see. Atangible
sense of belonging to a family is cherished in the youngest children and nurtured as they
journey through school. The tight bonds that exist are evident in all aspects of school life and
are most obvious in the quality of relationships that exist between children, staff, parents,
governors, and the wider parish community. As one child commented that, ‘the teachers help
us to be nurturing, kind and respectful. Deeply committed and caring staff work as a highly
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effective team, and everyone is valued for their contribution. St Matthew's is a school
extremely committed to Catholic traditions and ethos, where the many beautifully created
focal areas and displays reflect the mission and identity of a Catholic school. The highest level
of support is offered to the pupils through effective policies and procedures, including
personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE) and relationships, sex and health
education (RSHE), ensuring that the needs of all pupils are met.

Leaders and managers are passionately committed to the mission of the church. They have a
strong sense of that mission and the school’s role in expressing it. They provide focused
leadership and are highly visible within the school and the parish community as role models
for staff, pupils and parents. The promotion of an authentic Catholic ethos is seen as the
central role of the leadership team and is shared by the whole community who demonstrate
great pride in their school. The school engages extremely well with parents and carers to the
great benefit of all its pupils and families. Parents have an excellent understanding of the
school’'s mission and are very supportive of it. They are proud of their school and feel they
have a voice. Well informed and knowledgeable governors make a significant contribution to
the life of the school and are committed, visible, and active within the school and parish
community. They are highly ambitious for its future development and provide effective
challenge and support. They discharge their statutory and canonical duties extremely well.
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Religious education

The quality of curriculum religious education

Religious education key judgement grade: ..o 1
Pupil outcomes

How well pupils achieve and enjoy their learning in religious education...........c.ccoooeveieiennn. 1 I
Provision

The quality of teaching, learning, and assessment in religious education..............cce v 1 —
Leadership

How well leaders and governors promote, monitor, and evaluate the provision for 1
FEITGIOUS EAUCATION e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Pupils enjoy their learning and approach lessons with great interest, passion, and enthusiasm.
As one older pupil commented, ‘l like religious education as | connect with God'. They can talk
with confidence about their learning and achievement and have a well-developed
understanding of the topic sheets used in lessons. As a result, they have a clear understanding
of how well they are doing, of what they need to do to improve, and can fully articulate how
they have made progress. In Year 1 pupils were encouraged to link the story of Raphael and
Jesus to show them how to be good neighbours and live out their Lifesong. A variety of
approaches are used consistently to develop excellent knowledge, understanding and skills,
including ‘make it stick’ sessions. Consequently, pupils are able to know more and remember
more. Pupils produce work of a consistently high quality, demonstrating excellent
presentation, individuality, and creativity. Pupils’ behaviour in lessons is exemplary.

Provision for religious education is outstanding and it is a great strength of the school with
Catholic social teaching interwoven throughout the curriculum. Teachers teach from the heart.
They have a high level of confidence and demonstrate an authentic subject knowledge; as a
result, they provide memorable learning experiences that are skillfully planned, with creativity
and flair that ensures the best outcomes for all pupils. Highly effective questioning is used to
probe, establish clarity, challenge pupils to give deeper responses, and move learning forward.
Teachers provide pupils with relevant and specific feedback, and they are given space and time
to reflect on their learning. This ensures that all pupils clearly understand what they need to
do to make progress in their learning. The most skilled teaching assistants reinforce learning,
and they support pupils to meet their objectives. Celebration of effort is clearly evident and is
interwoven into all teaching experiences leading to high levels of motivation from pupils.
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Teachers have a profound understanding of the importance of religious education and the
impact this can have on pupils’ moral and spiritual development. As a result, pupils are able to
reflect spiritually and think ethically. As one parent commented, ‘School brings religious
education to life'.

Religious education at St Matthew’s is outstanding; leaders and governors ensure it meets all
the requirements of the Bishops’' Conference. Leaders at all levels have high expectations and
are continually striving for excellence. Leaders ensure that religious education is imaginatively
and thoughtfully planned with engaging and creative activities for all pupils, that build on their
prior learning. Consequently, the teaching and learning in religious education is outstanding.
Leaders have invested significantly to ensure the religious education curriculum meets the
needs of the complexities of mixed-aged classes, seeking advice from diocesan officers to
ensure appropriate coverage and progression is achieved. The subject leader for religious
education leads by example; she is passionate and very knowledgeable. She shares her
inspiring vision of outstanding teaching and learning with staff and demonstrates a high level
of expertise in securing this vision. She is proactive in her support of all teaching and support
staff and has developed a strong, highly aspirational culture where all members of staff feel
confident in seeking her support or advice. Governors are regular visitors to the school; they
are very well informed and are actively involved in monitoring and evaluation activities. They
work in partnership with the head teacher and subject leader and, as a result, they have an
excellent understanding of the quality of religious education across the school.
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Collective worship
The quality and range of liturgy and prayer provided by the school.

Collective worship key judgement grade:........ccooooioieie e 1
Pupil outcomes

How well pupils participate in and respond to the school’s collective worship .......ccccooci. 1
Provision

The quality of collective worship provided by the school ... 1
Leadership

How well leaders and governors promote, monitor and evaluate the provision for 1
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St Matthew's is an authentic prayerful community with Christ at its heart. As a result, staff and
pupils delight in participating in all opportunities for prayer and liturgy with great reverence
and enthusiasm. From the earliest age, pupils participate with respect, they sing joyfully and
enthusiastically, and reflect in prayerful silence. Pupils discuss prayer with great confidence.
One pupil summed it up by saying, ‘It makes me think God is around me like a big eagle
gathering us with big white wings. When | pray, | feel loved.’ Pupils thrive on the support from
excellent adult role models. Consequently, they have a very clear understanding of what
constitutes effective prayer and worship. Pupils embrace creative planning opportunities, and
they use a variety of styles and resources. When asked why they had chosen to put handprints
on the focal point the planning group commented that it was because Jesus showed his hands
to his disciples. Pupils bring everything that they have learnt in religious education, especially
the elements of Catholic social teaching, into their lived experience of liturgy. However, they
are not yet able to confidently articulate the impact these experiences have on themselves
and others in our culturally diverse society.

Prayer and liturgy is central to the daily life of St Matthew's, and this naturally embedded
pattern of prayer gives each day its rhythm. St Matthew's provides a wide range of engaging
and creative experiences, deeply rooted in scripture and in the traditions of the Catholic
church. Staff are highly skilled at eliciting an atmosphere conducive to prayer and reflection
and integrate high quality music and resources that significantly enhance these experiences.
As a result, pupils are able to lead prayer and liturgy with great attention to mood and setting.
St Matthew's has a very clear planned programme for prayer and liturgy. Protected, blocked
time is given for the planning of prayer and liturgy which take the form of class and whole
school liturgical prayers, school Masses as well as joining with the parish community both in
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school and in church. The school environment is used creatively to develop engaging prayer
spaces which highlights the liturgical seasons and the richness of the Catholic faith. There is a
flourishing partnership between school and parish, with the joint vision that they are building
the Catholic community together. This enables pupils to participate fully in prayer and liturgy.

Leadership is outstanding because leaders and managers, including the parish priest, place a
high priority on prayer and liturgy and ensure it clearly reflects the school mission and the
traditions and values of the Catholic church. Leaders and managers, as well as the staff, see
themselves as advocates for the Catholic faith. The school year is punctuated by key liturgical
celebrations and feasts. The school policy for prayer and liturgy follows the Diocesan model
and staff training has ensured all staff are effective role models and understand the
importance of the Church’s liturgical year and traditions. As a result, pupils can lead prayer
and liturgy that is engaging and thought-provoking. Leaders understand the strengths and
areas for further development in prayer and liturgy. It is closely monitored and evaluated and
active involvement by the governors ensures that they contribute fully to school development
and school self-evaluation. All staff receive high quality professional development. Leaders
celebrate the uniqueness of St Matthew's community where highly effective parish links and
relationships between the governors and the school are a strength. Consequently, they
provide highly effective support mechanisms to pupils, staff, and the whole community.
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Information about the school

St Matthew's Catholic Primary School
:Lg;;iz:zc:(Lane, Prudhoe, Northumberland.
https://www.stmatthewsprudhoe.org/
Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust
The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

z
The inspection team

Maria Elliott Lead inspector

Louise Maitland Team inspector

Key to grade judgements

Grade England Wales

1 Outstanding Excellent

2 Good Good

3 Requires improvement Adequate and requires improvement

4 Inadequate Unsatisfactory and in need of urgent improvement

9| Page



