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Reflections on the Readings for the 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gospel Reading - Luke 9: 51-62
After all the special readings for Lent, Easter and our recent feasts, we return to our
journey with St Luke through his account of Jesus’ Public Ministry. As we return to the
Gospel, we find Jesus at a critical moment of his ministry. His work in Galilee is now
complete and we hear that he “resolutely took the road for Jerusalem.” This is the great
turning-point in his ministry and as he journeys towards the great city, he talks on the
road (in the coming chapters) to his disciples preparing them for what is to happen and
what it is that they will have to do in their own ministry. The first thing that a disciple
needs to know, as we find out when two unnamed men ask to join this wandering group
who accompany Jesus, is that their calling is not an easy or straightforward one. Just
like their Master, they too will face hardships, but once on the road there is no turning
back. Although St Luke portrays a very compassionate Jesus, he is also
uncompromising when it comes to the demands made of a potential disciple.

1 Kings 19: 16, 19-21
Just as Jesus in our Gospel prepares a group of disciples to continue his ministry so,
too, we find Elijah doing
the same with his protege. His
ministry is complete, but
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someone must take over from him. He finds Elisha and “threw his cloak over him”
(“passed on his mantle” in an old translation). Once he takes up the task there is no
going back for Elisha. He burns his plough, the very instrument he needed for his now
former role. The connection with our Gospel is a clear one.

Galatians 5: 1, 13-18
We find ourselves with the fourth (of five) extracts from St Paul’s Letter to the
Galatians. We have not heard the first three because of our recent feasts on Sundays
with their own special readings. This letter is often taken to be a practice piece for his
longer, and more detailed, arguments in the Letter to the Romans. To be sure, it covers
many of the same themes about the relationship of pagans to Christ’s saving work,
however, it would be a great injustice not accept the letter on its own considerable
merits. Today’s extract is part of a rather longer passage about the freedom of the
Christian from slavery to sin through Christ’ redeeming death and resurrection. Rooting
ourselves in the gift of love given us in Christ we are called to remain free by being “led
by the Spirit”, the Spirit of Love itself. Faith leads to action, to a particular way of life.
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