
THE SIXTH
SUNDAY OF EASTER

WEEKLY REFLECTIONS for

Sunday 22nd May| 2022



Reflections on the Readings for the Sixth Sunday of Easter

Gospel Reading - John 14: 23-29
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Acts 15: 1-2, 22-29
 

Apocalypse 21:  10-14, 22-23
 

In two weeks, we will be celebrating the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and
today we are given a first hint of his coming. Before the coming of the Spirit,
however, Jesus still has to suffer and die on the Cross. The setting is, of course, the
Last Supper. Last week we heard Jesus give the disciples the “new commandment”
of love. Now he takes the theme on further by telling them that in the mutual love
expressed in keeping that commandment he and his Father will “make our home” in
each of the disciples. This is the original meaning of “grace”, which sadly came to be
thought of as a ‘thing’, rather than God living in us. This indwelling of God leads to
“peace” – a special kind of inner harmony to every aspect of life. The disciples will
still have to face the next few dreadful hours and days, but the promise is made and
will not be revoked, peace will come to them.

After Pentecost itself the events described in today’s extract from Acts were the most
momentous in the Early Church. Last week we heard how Paul and Barnabas
returned to Antioch, the city from which they had set out on their missionary journey.
Antioch was a very important centre of Christianity at this time and it is the setting for
the opening of today’s Reading. Jewish Christians from Jerusalem have turned up
and were not happy at what they witnessed: there were Gentile members of the
community who were not observing all the Jewish laws. How was the ensuing row to
be resolved? A major dispute like this could only be resolved by a meeting of the
“apostles and elders” in Jerusalem itself. In today’s extract we do not hear the
testimony given to the assembly by Peter and Paul, but it was enough for “the whole
church” to agree that Gentiles were indeed able to become members of the Christian
community without having to become observant Jews. A letter is composed to be
sent back to Antioch explaining all of this. It imposed only very minimal requirements
on new converts.

After today we have only one more extract from this strange book. We are
approaching the climax of what the writer has to say. Last week we we were told
about “a new heaven and a new earth” that was to come. As part of this a new
Jerusalem emerges from the heavens. The symbolism of twelve is made clear. This
is the new Israel, once composed of twelve tribes and now built on the twelve
apostles. There is no temple in this new Jerusalem, however. The Temple was
needed in order to worship an absent God, but now “the Lord God Almighty and the
Lamb” are present so there is no need for a building in which to worship.
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