WEEKLY REFLECTIONS for

THE FIFTH
SUNDAY OF EASTER
Sunday 15th May| 2022

Reflections on the Readings for the Fifth Sunday of Easter
Gospel Reading - John 13: 31-35
In these final Sundays of the Easter Season our Gospel Readings come from Jesus’
words to the Apostles at the Last Supper. A key to understanding today’s passage is the
opening words telling us that “Judas has gone”. These words come immediately after
Jesus has washed the feet of his disciples and has instructed them to follow his
example. He has told them that one of them was to betray him. Disturbed by his words
the apostles wondered who Jesus meant. Jesus turns to Judas as tells him, “What you
are to do, do quickly.” Not only are we told that Judas “left” but also that “night had
fallen”. Judas’s betrayal is a dark deed done in darkness. Now Jesus begins his
extended discourse to the others by giving them a “new commandment”, one that he
has just demonstrated by his own actions, and would continue to do so in what will
happen in the next few hours and days. Love is something Jesus has amply
demonstrated in everything he has done and said during his ministry, and it is a love
which will be displayed in a supreme way in the next few hours by his suffering and
death.
Acts 14: 21-27
Although now very much in the final weeks of Easter we are still only part way through
the Acts of the Apostles. What is described in today’s extract is the end of St Paul’s First
(of three) Missionary Journeys. He begins his return from Central Asia Minor (Turkey)
and the city of Antioch (of Pisidia) and arrives at the other Antioch (modern day Antalya)
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on the Mediterranean Coast. This Antioch was a very important Christianity Community,
which emerged as a Patriarchal See (one of the five ancient Patriarchal [the most
ancient, original communities of the area] which included Jerusalem, Constantinople,
Alexandria and Rome). In encouraging the members of the communities that they have
established, notice that Paul and Barnabas appoint “elders” to preside over them. The
word “elder” is our translation for the Greek word “presbyter”. Eventually this ministry will
morph into, roughly, what we call the priesthood, but that will not happen for a number
of decades yet.
Apocalypse 21: 1-5
Once again hope and encouragement lie behind the words of today’s extract from this
strange Book. This is a Reading suggested in the Lectionary for Requiem Masses
during the Easter Season, and it is easy to understand why. Scripture Readings on
these occasions are offered as a source of comfort to grieving family and friends of the
person who has died. They offer reassurance that, despite the awfulness of their pain
and loss, their loved one is being cared for by God in that “new heaven” brought about
by Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. It is the same reassurance offered to the original
audience for the Book, who were undergoing persecution and who had lost loved ones
of their own.
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