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UPCOMING EVENTS 

5 June, 3 p.m.: Prayer vigil sponsored by 
the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle 
Justice & Peace Co-ordinating Council, to 
protest the  appalling living conditions 
for refugees and asylum seekers at the 
Derwentside Immigration Removal 
Centre in County Durham. Please gather 
at the gate to the centre, on Consett 
Road, Medomsley, DH8 6QY.  
Those who cannot attend in person are 
invited to pray along with the group 
from their own homes. For a copy of the 
prayers and more information on these 
vigils, which take place on the first 
Sunday of every month at 3 p.m., please 
contact Liz Archibald:  
lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com 
 
5 June: World Environment Day. 
www.worldenvironmentday.global 
 
26 June:  International Day in Support of 
Victims of Torture. 
www.un.org/en/observances/torture-
victims-day/ 

Indigenous Brazilian People Fight for a Voice: “We 
Resist to Exist” 

A recent gathering in Brasilia, named the Free Land Camp, brought together 
8000 indigenous people from all over Brazil, who come together annually  
in their ongoing fight to save their culture and way of life. 

Joênia Wapichana, the country’s first Indigenous congresswoman, said: 
“The ATL is an opportunity to unite Indigenous and Brazilian leaders from 
across the country to stand up for their constitutional rights.” The group 
protested against what activists have called a “death combo” of 
environment-related bills being considered by congress,  including the PL 
191 bill, which will open Indigenous lands to mining and other commercial 
exploitation, and PL 490, which would change the rules on demarcation of 
Indigenous territory. 

“It’s our land too,” the group reminds the government. They have long 
criticized being the subject of discussions and deliberations without proper 
participation. Indigenous people view government as anti-Indigenous, 
fascist, anti-environmentalist and anti-human rights. Wapichana sees 
herself as a spokesperson who will take the Indigenous voice further, to 
fight for the defence of their rights in order to prevent further violations. “It 
is also incredibly important to raise more sympathy and empathy among 
politicians in congress, who represent Brazilian society.” 

 Ãngoho Pataxó, a leader of the Pataxó Hã-Hã-Hãe people at Katurama 
village, stated, “Today we are here resisting in order to exist,” she said. “We 
are here demanding justice…. But we are also here showing our resistance 
to extractivism, we are here demanding our land rights on ancestral lands, 
we are here fighting for our lives and the right of us, women, to have our 
place and space recognised.” Wapichana added: “As an Indigenous woman 
in congress, it is fundamental to me that I represent the voices of other 
female warriors, considering the collective Indigenous rights and interests 
while focusing on specific agendas for women. Showing that we are 
capable, that we are full capable of performing our professions and 
occupying positions of power, is extremely important to me.” 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/apr/22/its-our-land-
too-brazils-indigenous-peoples-make-their-voice-heard-aoe 
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22-24 July: 44th Annual Justice and 
Peace Conference, Hayes Centre 
Swanwick. The theme is “Hope! A Verb 
With Its Sleeves Rolled Up.” 

 

 
If this is going to be  a Christian nation 
that doesn’t help the poor, either we 
have to pretend that Jesus is just as 
selfish as we are, or we’ve got to 
acknowledge that he commanded us to 
love the poor and serve the needy 
without condition, and then admit that 
we just don’t want to do it.  
Stephen Colbert, American comedian, 
writer, and political commentator.   

 

If there were love of neighbor, there 
would be no terrorism, no repression, 
no selfishness, none of such cruel 
inequalities in society, no abductions, no 
crimes. Love sums up the law. Not only 
that, it gives a Christian meaning to all 
human relations. . . . Love truly gives 
plentitude to all human duties, and 
without love justice is only the sword. 
With love, justice becomes a brother’s 
embrace. Without love, laws are 
arduous, repressive, cruel. . . .But when 
there is love—security forces would be 
superfluous, there would be no jail or 
tortures, no will to beat anyone. 

Saint Oscar Romero (1917-1980), former 
Archbishop of San Salvador, El Salvador. 

 

Two things we have to learn ---not to 
judge others, and not to mind others 
judging us. 

Dorothy Day (1897-1980), co-founder of The 
Catholic Worker. 

The Militarisation of the Russian Orthodox Church? 
Vladimir Putin has been friends with more than one of the high-ranking 
clergymen of the Russian Orthodox Church, among them Metropolitan 
(head of a major diocese) Tikhon, who is known for his ultraconservative 
nationalist theology, his opposition to democracy, his support for 
censorship, and his promotion of Russian Orthodoxy as the antidote to 
'Western decadence'. Another friend is Moscow Patriarch Kirill, whom the 
former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams recently criticised for his 
collusion with the war in Ukraine. 

In the view of Professor Ian Linden, a past director of the Catholic Institute 
for International Relations, Orthodoxy in Russia has largely become a 
politicised religion. Putin has famously said that the Ukraine “has no right to 
exist” as an independent country; in a similar fashion the Russian Orthodox 
church seems not to believe the Ukrainian Orthodox church has a right to 
exist either. 

The Ukrainian capital has religious significance for Russians. In 988 Prince 
Vladimir was baptized in the Crimea. The conversion of the Rus people 
began when he returned to Kyiv. Patriach Kirill's view of Kyiv as the 
Jerusalem of Russian Orthodoxy might explain why central Kyiv has not 
been shelled as extensively as other cities. 

For Putin, the old canonical boundaries of the Russian Orthodox Church 
provide the template of Russia's rightful political boundaries. After the 
catastrophe of the Soviet Union's disintegration, Putin sees as the invasion 
of Ukraine as justification for the resurrection of 'the Russian World' (Russki 
Mir). It is intended to challenge and defeat the 'secular political project' of 
Ukrainian politicians, whom he believes are backed by a 'degenerate' 
Western world. 

Professor Linden writes, “Does Putin really believe his barbarism in Ukraine 
is a Holy War promoting a glorious expansive, ethnic vision of Holy Mother 
Russia? Or is he simply instrumentalising religion? If so there are signs it is 
backfiring. On 13 March 2022, distinguished members of the Russian 
Orthodox Church signed and circulated A Declaration declaring Russki Mir a 
heresy. At time of writing, it has 1,280 signatories including theologians and 
others from different Christian traditions around the world.”  

Recently, Pope Francis held a Zoom call with Patriarch Kirill, in which he 
urged the Russian to put aside his support of Putin’s political goals as 
inconsistent with their common calling as Christian leaders. The hardline 
stance of the Russian Patriarch Kirill has also cost him followers 
internationally. In March the Russian Orthodox church in Amsterdam 
announced it was severing ties with the Russian leader, joining a growing 
number of priests and churches who are abandoning Moscow over the war 
in Ukraine. 
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/44423 
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/05/04/europe/pope-francis-patriarch-
kirill-ukraine-invasion-intl/index.html 
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I am reminded of a memorial plaque on 
the promenade in Dover honouring 
those who died at sea seeking refuge. 
‘Every migrant has a name, a face, a 
story’. This should be our starting point. 
We need to make it convenient for them 
to tell their story [their asylum claim], 
remembering we are dealing with 
individuals made in God’s image who 
have endured great hardships in their 
own country and on their travels. The 
UK Government and the whole 
international community, motivated by 
the desire to uphold the dignity of 
human life, need to address the 
problems which cause people to flee 
their homes. 

Bishop Paul McAleenan, the Lead Bishop for 
Migrants and Refugees, Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of England and Wales.       

 

The life and experience of those who 
suffer afford us a unique and genuinely 
privileged perspective on what God is up 
to in the world and what, therefore, we 
ought to be up to. If God is to be found 
in our world today, it is, as always, with 
those who suffer and are trampled 
upon---not because God prefers some 
people to others, but because wherever 
God’s children are being excluded from 
human community, God is at work 
bringing liberation and healing. 

Brian R. Stone, Compassionate Ministry: 
Theological Foundations, 1996. 

 

Our Culture of Comfort 
The culture of comfort, which makes us think only of ourselves, makes us 
insensitive to the cries of other people, makes us live in soap bubbles 
which, however lovely, are insubstantial; they offer a fleeting and empty 
illusion which results in indifference to others; indeed, it even leads to the 
globalization of indifference….We have become used to the suffering of 
others: it doesn’t affect me; it doesn’t concern me; it’s none of my 
business! 

Pope Francis, July 2013, during a visit to the island of Lampedusa  
 

Being poor and powerless, or standing with those who are, often has a way 
of bringing us closer to the truth of a situation than is available to those 
who see the world from the vantage point of the comfort and power they 
wish to retain….One thing is certain, however: the poor are those for whom 
the announcement of the inbreaking of God’s kingdom is a piece of good 
news. And if anything is clear from Jesus’ life and ministry, it is that the 
coming of the kingdom of God is not automatically good news for 
everyone! The presence of the kingdom spells the end to those who profit 
from the misery of others.  

Brian R. Stone, Compassionate Ministry: Theological Foundations, 1996       

Meatless Substitutes Not Always Better?  

All of a sudden, it seems, supermarkets and other food retailers have vastly 
expanded sections of “healthy alternatives” and meat substitutes, such that 
shoppers can sometimes be bewildered when trying to figure out if they’re 
really as good as they sound.  
Big multi-national companies have realised that there is money to be made 
out of being viewed to care about 'saving the planet,' eating more healthily, 
going vegan, and similarly cutting down on meat consumption. Without 
realizing it, however, consumers may inadvertently be funding the same 
agribusiness and meat processing companies that are driving deforestation.  
A report by the Independent Panel of Experts on Sustainable Food Systems 
(IPES-Food) was published recently that attempted to shed some light on 
the situation, especially regarding meat substitutes.  
Phil Howard, lead author of the report, wrote "It’s easy to see why people 
would be drawn to the marketing and hype, but meat techno-fixes will not 
save the planet. In many cases, they will make the problems with our 
industrial food system worse – fossil fuel dependence, industrial 
monocultures, pollution, poor work conditions, unhealthy diets, and control 
by massive corporations. Just as electric cars are not a silver bullet to fix 
climate change, these solutions are not going to fix our damaging industrial 
food system. We need to change the system – not the product." 
 
For more information and similar reports on the work of IPES --- to 
transition to sustainable food systems around the world--- see link below. 
https://www.ipes-food.org/ 
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