
 

 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Welcome to the first newsletter of 2022 from the Justice and Peace 
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1.    COP26: What Happened and the Next Steps   

       

 

Introduction 

In this article I have drawn on information published by the UN & the Committee on Climate 

Change (CCC) to look at the outcome of COP26 and to examine what needs to happen next [1,2]. 

 The UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow (COP26) held in November 2021brought 

together 120 world leaders, over 40,000 registered participants from 197 countries. For two weeks 

the world focused on all aspects of climate change — the science, the solutions, the politics and 

the ambition(?). 

COP26 produced new “building blocks” to advance the Paris Agreement through actions that can 

put the world onto a more sustainable, low-carbon pathway. However, cuts in global greenhouse 

gas emissions are still far from where they need to be to preserve a liveable climate (!); 

financial support for the most vulnerable countries affected is still far short of what is 

required.   

COP26 failed to deliver climate justice for developing countries along with the action and ambition 

on emission cuts demanded by civil society, the global south and informed by the science.  It 

represents another opportunity missed. 

The Glasgow Climate Pact contains the agreements made at COP26 [3] 

1. Recognizing the emergency - Countries reaffirmed the Paris Agreement goal of limiting 

the global average temperature increase to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels and 

pursuing efforts to limit it to 1.5 °C. They expressed “alarm and utmost concern that human 

activities have caused around 1.1 °C of warming to date, that impacts are already being felt 

in every region, and that carbon budgets consistent with achieving the Paris Agreement 

temperature goal are now small and being rapidly depleted.”  

2. Accelerating action - Countries stressed the urgency of action “in this critical decade,” 

when carbon dioxide emissions must be reduced by 45 per cent to reach net zero around 

mid-century. But with present climate plans – the Nationally Determined Contributions 

(NDCs) falling far short on ambition, the Glasgow Climate Pact calls on all countries to 

present stronger national action plans next year - this is critical if 1.5C is to remain 

achievable. 

3. Moving away from fossil fuels - Countries agreed to a “phase-down of coal power and a 

phase-out of inefficient fossil fuel subsidies” – two key issues never explicitly mentioned in 

previous COP agreements, despite coal, oil and gas being the main drivers of global 

warming. Many countries, and NGOs, expressed dissatisfaction that the language on coal 

was weakened (from phase-out to phase-down) and thus lacked the required ambition. 

4. Climate finance - Developed countries came to Glasgow having failed on their promise to 

deliver US$100 billion a year for developing countries. The Glasgow outcome reaffirmed the 

pledge, urging developed countries to deliver on the US$100 billion goal (likely to be2023). 

5. Stepping up support for adaptation - The Glasgow Pact calls for a doubling of finance to 

support developing countries in adapting to the impacts of climate change and building 

resilience. This remains far short of what is actually required. 



 

6. Completing the Paris rulebook - Countries reached agreement on the remaining issues of 

the Paris rulebook, the operational details for the practical implementation of Paris. 

7. Focusing on loss & damage - Acknowledging that climate change is having increasing 

impacts on people especially in the developing world, countries agreed to strengthen the 

“Santiago Network”, that connects vulnerable countries with technical assistance, 

knowledge and resources to address climate risks. A new “Glasgow dialogue” was launched 

to discuss arrangements for funding activities to avert, minimize and address loss and 

damage. Much more work needs to be done on this at COP27 and beyond – there can be 

no climate justice without delivery of substantial finance for loss and damage. 

New deals and announcements 

There were other significant deals and announcements, outside the Glasgow Climate Pact, which 

could have major positive impacts if implemented. These include: 

1. Deforestation - 137 countries took a landmark step forward by committing to halt and 

reverse forest loss and land degradation by 2030. The pledge is backed by $12bn in public 

and $7.2bn in private funding. In addition, CEOs from more than 30 financial institutions with 

over $8.7 trillion of global assets committed to eliminate investment in activities linked to 

deforestation.   We might reflect that a previous agreement on ending deforestation failed 

and the target of 2030 allows for 8 more years of destruction and degradation.  

2. Methane - 103 countries, including 15 major emitters, signed up to the Global Methane 

Pledge, which aims to limit methane emissions by 30 per cent by 2030, compared to 2020 

levels. Methane, one of the most potent greenhouse gases, is responsible for a third of 

current warming from human activities. However, leading methane emission emitters like 

China, Russia, India and Australia did not join the pledge. 

3. Cars - Over 30 countries set out their determination for all new car and van sales to be 

zero-emission vehicles by 2040, accelerating the decarbonisation of road transport, which 

currently accounts for 10 per cent of global greenhouse gas emissions. 

4. Coal - Leaders from South Africa, the United Kingdom, the United States, France, 

Germany, and the European Union announced a ground-breaking partnership to support 

South Africa – the world’s most carbon-intensive electricity producer— with $8.5 billion over 

the next 3-5 years to make a just transition away from coal, to a low-carbon economy. A 

significant development which could lead to deals with other countries to transition from 

coal. 

5. Private finance - Private financial institutions and central banks announced moves to 

realign trillions of dollars towards achieving global net zero emissions. Among them is the 

Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero, with over 450 firms across 45 countries that control 

$130 trillion in assets, requiring its member to set robust, science-based near-term targets.  

Like it or not decarbonisation of the global economy will rely on substantial private finance 

and thus this can be viewed as a positive development.  This must be supported through 

political actions, ambition and policies. 

Conclusions 

• “The Glasgow Climate Pact represents a compromise,” said UN Secretary-General António 

Guterres. “They reflect the interests, the conditions, the contradictions and the state of 

political will in the world today. They take important steps, but unfortunately the collective 

political will was not enough to overcome some deep contradictions.” 

• “There is no doubt that the commitments we secured at COP26 were historic” said Alok 

Sharma, UK Chair of COP26 [4].“Yet at the moment they are just words on a page. Unless 



 

we honour the promises made, to turn the commitments in the Glasgow Climate Pact into 

action, they will wither on the vine. We will have mitigated no risks. Seized no opportunities. 

We will have fractured the trust built between nations. And 1.5 degrees will slip from our 

grasp.” 

• There is now a path to expected global warming of under 2°C, but only if all the ambition in 
new mid-century Net Zero targets is delivered, alongside national 2030 emissions targets.  

• Following COP26, global temperatures are set to rise by between1.8 -2.4 °C by 2100 [5]. 
The Glasgow Climate Pact focuses on the 2020s as the critical period for accelerating 
climate action. Only concrete steps by 2030 will close the growing gap between ambition for 
1.5°C and delivery. This is an absolutely crucial 12 months! 

These are the conclusions of an independent assessment of COP26 and the critical next steps for 
the UK, published by the CCC [2]. Chairman, Lord Deben, said: 

“The UK must not walk away after COP26. Glasgow was a step forward in global efforts to address 
climate change, including a genuine increase in ambition to reduce emissions worldwide. We also 
saw important technical advances, with new rules agreed for reporting emissions and on 
international carbon trading, multiple initiatives and sector deals. This is real and welcome 
progress, but success depends on what happens now.  The next year is critical for climate action 
in the UK and internationally. At home, we need to walk the talk and urgently deliver actions in the 
Net Zero Strategy. Globally, the UK must continue to encourage stronger action on climate and 
insist on rapid emissions reductions and stronger adaptation through all diplomatic channels.” 

The UK’s international role 

• The UK continues to hold the COP Presidency for the next year until COP27 in Egypt. It has a 
vital role in driving progress in this period and beyond across mitigation, adaptation and 
finance. 

• The UK should support strengthened global climate action through all available channels: 
prioritising climate action in the G20 and G7; encouraging stronger NDCs; supporting the 
strengthening of new sectoral initiatives: deforestation, coal and methane; supporting action 
from businesses and the financial sector; ensuring climate finance commitments are 
transparently delivered and that constructive dialogue proceeds on loss and damage. 

UK actions at home 

• The Glasgow Climate Pact requests that all countries revisit and strengthen the 2030 targets in 
their NDCs to align with the Paris Agreement in the coming year. The UK should focus its 
efforts on strengthening delivery rather than increasing its target, and seek ways to supplement 
current plans, including tackling its consumption emissions. 

• The UK’s NDC already has one of the most ambitious 2030 targets for reducing emissions. 
However, the UK does not yet have all the policies in place to deliver this ambition.  

What Can We Do? 

This is a year of critical importance in delivering on COP26 agreements and promises and with the 

UK retaining the COP Presidency we have the opportunity to exert influence.  We need political 

engagement and action.  One action we can all take is to write to our MPs asking them to write to 

the Prime Minister with a request to prioritise action on climate change both internationally and at 

home building and improving on the agreements made at COP26.  A sample letter is included at 

Appendix 1.  Please consider either writing to your MP or arranging to meet them in person.  

       Dr Chris Myers J&P Council chrisj.myers57@gmail.com 

mailto:chrisj.myers57@gmail.com
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5.Glasgow’s 2030 credibility gap: net zero’s lip service to climate action | Climate Action Tracker 
 

Appendix 1 Sample Letter to MP 

 

Aligning ambition and action post-COP26 

Dear [Name of MP] 

I am writing to you as a resident of [your constituency] to ask that you call on the Prime Minister 

urgently to maintain momentum on action on the climate and nature crises and to make clear 

commitments following the agreements made at COP26. 

The UK remains COP President until COP27 and it is vital that every Government department 

prioritises urgent action on climate and nature.  

Please will you write to the Prime Minister and call on him to make these clear commitments 

on climate action following COP26 including: 

1) End the era of fossil fuels, starting with ending the exploration for new oil/gas fields in the 

North Sea and cancelling the Cumbrian coal mine. 

2) Champion a global agreement for new and additional finance including for the losses and 

damages countries on the front lines of the climate crisis are already experiencing and 

reverse the UKs damaging cuts in foreign aid. 

3) Use all diplomatic endeavours to urge countries to further reduce emissions by 2030 to 

keep the Paris Agreement alive. 

4) Urgently get the UK on track to its own sixth carbon budget through a green budget, the 

urgent rescuing of carbon stores including ancient peat and woodland and clear signals that 

the UK is moving towards a green and just transition. 

 

Aligning ambition with action after COP26 is not just about mitigating the risks of climate change. 

Climate action is the fight that unites us all and would improve our lives by allowing me and my 

community to enjoy cleaner air, improved public transport, healthy food, green spaces and warmer 

homes. 

I look forward to seeing his response. 

Yours sincerely, 

[insert name, first line of address and postcode so your MP knows you are a constituent] 

https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/cop26
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/cop26-key-outcomes-and-next-steps-for-the-uk/
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma3_auv_2_cover%2520decision.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/cop-president-alok-sharma-outlines-presidency-aims-for-the-coming-year?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=202597811&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8VawsTdMx5paIJ1Qg--mUVOtj-Ho2QCXrqoAzRjFQZwjs1Ek2K6ynba9DBROCXVMCgtnID4QPkP4cBnCU9pZpeqvovcg&utm_content=202597811&utm_source=hs_email
https://climateactiontracker.org/publications/glasgows-2030-credibility-gap-net-zeros-lip-service-to-climate-action/


 

 

 

2.     Climate Change, Arms and Conflict 
 
On January 15th I took part in an event organised by Pax Christi, Middlesbrough, entitled “: What 
does security mean in a time of climate crisis?” 
 
We spent time learning about military spending: approximately 6% of our country’s greenhouse 
gas emissions come from military-related activity but these are not taken into account in our 
reduction targets. Globally, the UK is the 6th biggest military spender while the climate impact of 
the raw materials, the production of weapons and the consequent waste are not always accounted 
for. Arms companies have a duty to report on their environmental corporate social responsibility 
though this may be inconsistent. 
 
The UK is one of nine states with nuclear weapons and we were encouraged to consider the 
environmental impact of their use - we have examples from previous testing sites and it is apparent 
that we are incapable of completely cleaning up the devastation caused. Communities are being 
impacted to this day! 
 
The environmental impacts of conflict are plain to see. There is damage to infrastructure, to 
communications, to buildings whilst the land is damaged by chemicals, by waste and sometimes 
by tactical burning. Rebuilding also impacts the environment especially in the materials used, how 
they are sourced and transported. There is a strong case for rebuilding in an eco-friendly way. 
 
However, climate change also precipitates conflict. Where access to resources such as water 
becomes unstable this can result in intercommunal and national tensions for example of the kind 
witnessed in Sudan. Climate change often drives migration and resultant militarisation of borders 
as we have witnessed in our own country and across Europe. It also inhibits peace-building - it is 
difficult to build notions of peace in places where there is, for example, food insecurity and people 
are hungry. 
 
There was a general discussion from which I found the following resonated with me: 
 
We feel safe in our country, we do not have to worry about being dragged out of our beds by 
security forces, can walk down our streets in safety (for the most part), and generally do not feel 
threatened. This is a far greater draw for migrants than notions of the benefit system which the 
government and media feed us to increase hostility.  
 
It is estimated that in 2020/21 the UK spent approximately £44.6 billion on defence! We should ask 
voters if they would prefer an aircraft carrier or a fully equipped hospital ship capable of responding 
to need across the world. 
 
One participant spoke of the value of meditation, especially meditating in a group. He gave the 
example of a group going to a particular estate that is having problems of one kind or another and 
meditating on a regular basis. It was subsequently shown that hospital admissions go down as do 
crime rates. We often speak of the power of prayer… 
 
The point was made that poverty is the driver of most of our social ills. 
 



 

We were left with the following questions to reflect upon: 
What practical action can we take? 
How do we live non-violently? 
Where do we find hope? 
How can we share hope? 
 

         Kath Wade 

 

3. CAFOD UPDATE 

Hello everyone, my name is Mark and I’m the new CAFOD Community Participation Coordinator 
for Hexham & Newcastle. Originally from Consett, I have known about CAFOD’s work all of my life 
through my local school and parish, but it is within my working career that I have witnessed what 
amazing work they do overseas.I have been very fortunate to spend the last 10 years traveling all 
over the world partnering with small charities, including CAFOD partners to organise fundraising 
events such as marathons, cycle challenges and hikes. If you would like to know more, please feel 
free to email me at mmaughan@cafod.org.uk or call me on 07779804243  

Family Fast Day 

Family Fast Day is on Friday 11 March. Join in Family Fast Day with your parish, friends and family so that 
more children can grow up big and strong. 

By eating simply and giving what you save, you'll be making a place at your table for children all over the 

world this Lent. Because no child should go hungry.  

Walk Against Hunger 

Walk Against Hunger is the only Lent challenge you need: 5km a day, 200km throughout Lent - done your 

way. Every day. For 40 days. 

Go the distance and help to end malnutrition either on your own, or even as part of your school or parish – 

knowing that you are helping children like Lombeh in Sierra Leone. 

Sign up here: Walk Against Hunger 

 CAFOD Volunteers 

CAFOD has volunteering opportunities to suit you whether you want to do weekend volunteering, 
evening volunteering, or one-off volunteering.  Choose to support your own Parish, or perhaps help 
deliver school assemblies, all whilst helping your brothers and sisters around the world. 

For more information, please visit CAFOD Volunteers        
           Mark Maughan 

mailto:mmaughan@cafod.org.uk
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Family-Fast-Day
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Walk-Against-Hunger
https://cafod.org.uk/Volunteer/Volunteer-with-us


 

4. Join in a Prayer Vigil for Refugees---In Person or At Home 

The Catholic Church has a long and rich tradition of defending the right of people to migrate---a basic 

human right, according to the United Nations Charter, to which the United Kingdom is a signatory. Although 

recognising that countries do have a right to control their borders, the church has many serious objections 

to draconian tenets of the proposed new Nationality and Borders Bill. In this proposed bill, every effort is 

made to make conditions for migrants as dire as possible so that they won’t even want to gain entry. 

According to Catholic Social Teaching, “At a minimum, migrants have a right to claim refugee status without 

incarceration and to have their claims fully considered by a competent authority.” In contrast, the new bill 

would send asylum seekers to prison-like detention centres, which are often are in horrifying condition. 

Their histories are disbelieved as a matter of policy, and cases are delayed unduly. There would not even 

any longer be a legal way for asylum seekers to enter the country. 

One of the detention centres is the Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre in County Durham. It is now 

open, with women being detained there. Prayer vigils protesting the conditions at this site are sponsored by 

the Justice and Peace Co-ordinating Council; they are held at 3 pm on the first Sunday of each month at the 

gate to the centre, on Consett Road, Medomsley, DH8, 6QY.  The next vigils are scheduled for March 6th 

April 3rd at 3 p.m. Those who cannot attend in person are invited to pray along with the group from their own 

homes; please see below for a copy of the prayer vigil which you may wish to use.  

           Cathy Marshall  

 

Monthly prayer vigil, Derwentside Immigration 

Removal Centre, DH8 6QY 

Opening Prayer 

As we recount the centuries of human history, 

We pray that one day bondage will lead to freedom; 

We pray that indifference will give way to mercy; 

We pray that hatred will turn to compassion, and fear turn to hope. 

We pray that one day, nations will defy history and proclaim in one voice: 

Never again will terror-stricken exiles face angry waters alone; 

Never again will vulnerable victims be locked behind barbed wire; 

Never again will desperate refugees be turned away at the borders of freedom. And we vow… 

Until that day arrives, we will be the miracle that parts the angry seas for today’s refugees. We will 

take it upon ourselves to lead the mixed multitude to dry land, and we will bring them to a place of 

redemption. 

Rabbi Marla J. Feldman is Executive Director, Women of Reform Judaism (This is a resource from 

the Religious Action Centre of Reform Judaism USA) 

Reading 

https://rac.org/refugees


 

‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.’ Luke 
23, 28 

Jesus, 
you have heard our tears: the tears women have shed in silence 

because we were too afraid to be heard; 
the tears women have held back 

thinking we deserved the violence; 
the tears we have not held back 

but were not comforted; 
the tears women have wept alone 

because we would not ask to be held; 
the tears women weep together 

because our sisters cannot feed their children; 
because our sisters live in fear; 

because the earth herself is threatened. 
So we weep.  

Janet Morley, Christian Aid 
 
Silence 
Sometimes there are no words to express the pain of injustice done to these women detained 
already here or will be detained here soon. Sometimes there are no words of consolation. Let 
silence speak. Let silence help us to dissolve the barriers between us and them; it is only we. Let 
silence bring us together. Let silence reach through and over the walls and barriers. Let silence be 
the way love travels. May the God of love, the God who sees us as one speak through the silence. 
We invite you to be silent for 15 minutes. 
 
Prayer 
In silence 
we hear God’s whisper 
moving like a feather 
through our being, 
stroking and transforming 
timid souls into 
fiery passion 
for justice 
 
Edwina Gateley, A Mystical Heart 
 
Closing prayer 
 

Merciful God and Father of all, 
wake us from the slumber of indifference, 

open our eyes to their suffering, 
and free us from the insensitivity 

born of wordly comfort 
and self-centredness. 

Inspire us, as nations, communities and individuals, 
to see that those who come to our shores 

are our brothers and sisters. 
May we share with them 



 

the blessings we have received from your hand, 
and recognize that together, 

as one human family, 
we are all immigrants, 

journeying in hope to you, 
our true home, 

where every tear will be wiped away, 
where we will be at peace 
and safe in your embrace. 

 
 

Pope Francis  

 

 
5. Christmas tree exhibition provides food for 

thought about those seeking asylum 

St Wilfrid’s church community in Haltwhistle, Northumberland was invited to decorate a Christmas 

tree to form part of a larger exhibition at Holy Cross Church of England church in the town in 

December.  

We decided on the theme “seeking asylum” and along with a band of volunteers- and some help 

from a migrant family- we studiously prepared for the event. 

The objective was to educate those viewing the exhibition about the plight of refugees.  

A boat made of hardwood was constructed and decorated with tragic images of the plight of those 

going ashore after rescue. 

Various sizes of food tins were collected and decorated with cut out faces and liege jackets to 

represent adults and children crammed into the boat.  

The title “seeking asylum “was penned on the individual faces and the Christmas tree placed into 

the boat. Then heart shaped gift cards were imprinted with various words highlighting the dangers 

immigrants were escaping from.  These included violence and persecution.  

Another selection of photographs of those rescued were hung on the tree to show that they were 

happy to have reached safety. 

Finally, we traced the journey using blue tinsel moving towards the top of the tree to represent the 

contribution refugees make to our country. 

Ehab and his family, who live locally are seeking asylum. He is a graphic designer by trade and 

made a booklet which was distributed to visitors telling the facts about those seeking asylum-

including the fact that the UK is home to one per cent of the 26.4 million refugees forcibly 

displaced across the works. 



 

Along with brief stores about a number of British well known refugees, including athlete Sir Mo 

Farah and, musician Maya Youssef and local Yorkshire politician Magid Magid- information 

featured in the in the booklets is about those seeking asylum . 

 It includes the preference for the term “person seeking asylum “over “ asylum seeker” which is 

seen as dehumanising.  

The whole project brought our parishioners together over these testing times and provided an 

enjoyable experience.  

         Veronica Yarwood 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

6. Update from the Justice and Peace Refugee Project 

 

Things at the Justice and Peace Refugee Project are continuing to get back onto a more normal 

footing and we are delighted to report that our informal English lessons are underway once again. 

These are delivered by our experienced and dedicated volunteer tutors on Fridays at St Vincent’s 

Centre. While some agencies offer more formal and accredited courses for those who have been 

in the country more than 6 months, we welcome all clients and start with the absolute basics to 

help them to integrate into our communities. Many who attend one of our two Friday classes are 

faced with the challenge of learning a complex new language with an unfamiliar alphabet. To date 

over 30 people have an interest in participating. 

One client commented: “The work they do is so useful and special for the people who need it. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you.” 

Sometimes a little thoughtfulness makes a huge difference and volunteers often go above and 

beyond in their efforts to support our clients. Just one example is the volunteer who visits charity 

shops in search of accessible dictionaries that help those learning English. She has not only 

collected many easy-read/illustrated dictionaries but has also found children’s books in other 

languages and recently delighted a Spanish speaking family with an Enid Blyton translation for  

their young child entitled ‘Mis Cuentos Favoritos’ (My Favourite Stories). 

On a day-to-day basis our volunteers are there to offer support to vulnerable and isolated clients 

who turn to us for reassurance.  For example, one client recently reached out to us by phone in a 

clearly distressed state. Her husband was being held at a police station, she could only 

communicate by message and conveyed how terrifying this was for her not knowing what was 

happening. We were able to find out more and offer her some relief that he was on his way home. 

 

We are very grateful for the donations we receive from parishes, schools and individuals – the 

Project relies on this support. We particularly welcome donations of tins of tomatoes, chickpeas 

fish in oil, toilet rolls, single packs of biscuits rice, and we are currently in particular need of 

toiletries including deodorants, shampoo and conditioner.  

For more details about our work and how you can assist, please contact Sara Harris, Project Co-

ordinator at sara.harris@diocesehn.org.uk or 07407 091184 or visit our webpage 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/social_concerns/justice_and_peace.php– which also includes details of 

how to make financial donations. Please note, we occasionally receive cheques made payable to 

our old bank account – please use DHN, Justice & Peace Refugee Project – and please 

spread the word to others in your parish.   

           Tony Sacco  

J%20and%20P%20newsletter,%20feb%202022.docx


 

 

7. Alternatives to detention - how hard are we 
trying? 
 

I have been lucky through great teams, to provide excellent services to people seeking asylum and 
to those who have been able to move forward in their lives, following the grant of status in the UK. 
 
I managed a contract for people dispersed under the Governments Dispersal policy for over a 
decade and when they received Leave to Stay in the UK, I made sure they were not left homeless: 
the Refugee Move-on Team was designed to secure settled accommodation.  
From there I developed a service at a local charity to provide Short-term Supported Housing to 
single adults with leave to remain but who needed a guiding hand to establish themselves in the 
area.  
 
Finally I have been grateful for the opportunity to develop the first pilot to look at an Alternative to 
Detention scheme (AtD) as part of the Home Office’s Community Engagement programme. This 
has just reported showing that this offers a great template for managing cases through an asylum 
system without any need for detention. It is certainly an avenue worth pursuing - but will it? Is there 
the political will to see this through? 
 
All the clients I have known have been happy in the knowledge that they have been treated well; 
with dignity and respect. For me these things are part of my being. These people are my 
neighbours yet they have travelled many thousands of miles to be so. I only had to travel to work 
for that journey to be complete. So the question of ‘who is my neighbour’ can be an easy one but 
also a very complex one. I have often known more about a person from Eritrea than I do about the 
neighbour several doors up that I do not speak to. 
 
This idea is more significant when we think about the way we treat these neighbours. If we look at 
the way in which people seeking asylum are handled, there are many questions to ask. A lot of 
those questions can be directed at how overworked case-owners are, and how they achieve their, 
usually poor, decision.  
 
If people are not allowed to stay in the UK, what do we do? 
 
Well firstly, here in the UK we stop all the available support to all single people, without regard to 
what happens to them; they become destitute and homeless. The Home Office transfers the 
responsibility for keeping these people alive onto the local population, very often cash-and-asset-
poor themselves. You only have to look at the way local schemes: Our own Justice and Peace 
Refugee Project, WERS, Action Foundation, NERS (to name only 4 operating in the Newcastle 
area) have to respond to see the scale and nature of this. 
Secondly the state does nothing to try and address the clients’ predicament. They are abandoned. 
And yet there are political cries about why such support as we offer, is provided. Such support is 
provided because our faith and the drivers for other faith-based organisations like ours (The 
Justice and Peace Refugee Project ) believe that we have a duty to help others in serious distress. 
We do not abandon people. 
Thirdly we lock people up and yet they have committed no crime. The detention estate has 
changed in the last few years. But it remains a political tool to promote a dogmatic approach to 



 

deterrence and to continue to promote the hostile environment which has been an active policy 
under the Conservative Governments since 2010. Do not forget that there is no limit on the statute 
books for people in detention - and I say it again, they have committed no crime. 
 
I have been able, as part of my last full time position to work as part of a team to offer an 
Alternative to Detention for people who have applied and failed to secure the right to stay in the UK 
as part of an asylum application.  
Our clients were drawn from the female population in Yarls Wood - a soulless place situated on a 
remote industrial estate several miles from Bedford. I have been in various establishments like 
Acklington prison before but actually nothing prepares you for the bleakness and sense of 
abandonment like Yarls Wood. I was struck by how diligent the staff were in saying they had the 
clients’ best interests at heart - as they locked them up. I was challenged to try and convince them 
how it was possible to help these women and to support them effectively by offering supported 
accommodation in the community which had dignity and respect for the client at its heart! 
Unbelievable. 
This service has now ended and has now been reported on by the UNHCR. They have stated that 
there were some issues to consider like emergency/contingency planning but fundamentally this 
pilot worked. It provided help, care, and support and was a truly humane way to assist people. It 
also stated it was scalable and could be applied across the asylum application process. So what 
will happen……….? 
 
It is with significant concern that the Derwentside IRC has been developed. This is on the former 
site of the Medomsley Detention Centre so it has a bad historical context. Why are we continuing 
to use these facilities? I venture that the political visuals continue to dominate: How does it look 
and play to the wider population? Does it make us look strong and say we are not going to stand 
for this? 
Well that is only one part of the argument. There are many many ‘other’ parts to this. Our love of 
the person and the desire to see women provided with care and support has led many to attend 
the regular Vigils and let the women see the support they have from us. It is a coming together 
from the community to give the strong show of prayer and love that we all feel, and the women 
held there see that. 
 
There are still as many people claiming asylum as there ever have been over the past decade. 
People looking to the UK for asylum see this through a prism of fairness not deterrence. They have 
had deterrence, oppression and worse to face where they come from; they are not expecting the 
same here. That is their hope and expectation - when will we live up to it when successful options 
to detention exist and can be managed well? 
 
We are taught that God is love and we must love our neighbour. If we can do that in a context 
where people are valued, provided dignity and respect and make decisions in a better way, then 
perhaps love will out. 
 
But we have to try harder.      
          Vin Totton  
         (chair of the Justice and   
       Peace Refugee Project steering group ) 
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