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Reflections on the Readings for the 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gospel Reading - John 2 :1-11
The Marriage Feast of Cana is the first of seven of what St John calls “signs”, rather
than miracles. Using this title indicates that what is important about them is not so much
the event itself, as the meaning to which it is pointing. Here the meaning is clear:
something new, something different has arrived on the scene. In terms of symbols the
old water jars used for ritual washings that were commonplace in Judaism (the Old
Covenant) are now used for wine, a symbol of the Eucharist of the New Covenant. The
enormous quantity of wine now available (about 150 gallons!), far more than would be
required at such a wedding feast, is also a sign of the abundance associated with this
New Covenant.

www.LumoProject.com

Isaiah 62: 1-5
Written after the return of the Exiles from Babylon this extract comes from the final
section of the Book of Isaiah. It is full of hope for the future after the turmoil that the
people had suffered. Integrity is to be the hallmark of this new era. A major symbol of
newness and of hope for the future is the image of the wedding feast, at which Israel is
the bride all set to be united with her husband (the Lord), with a bright future ahead of
them.
1 Corinthians 12: 4-11
Today we embark on a continuous reading of part of this most famous of St Paul’s
pastorally-orientated letters written back to a community that he knew well. The extracts
we will hear over the next four weeks centre on the gifts given by God’s Spirit. The
enormous variety of gifts listed by the Apostle come from one, single source: the One
Spirit. On hearing this emphasis on variety based on oneness, we are reminded of his
concern about grave divisions that had surfaced in the community at Corinth. Paul goes
to great lengths to demonstrate the importance of unity within the community – a
community comprising of many, differently, gifted people.
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