


Luke 3:1-6
These verses form the opening of Luke’s account of Jesus’ Public Ministry (The first two
chapters deal with events during his childhood years). As it opens the Ministry is placed
firmly at a particular moment of history, “In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign…”
We are reminded of another famous passage that begins the second chapter of this
Gospel, “Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole world to be taken.”
Those are the opening words of the Gospel for Christmas Midnight Mass, announcing
Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem.

In both cases St Luke is saying these events actually happened and they happened at this
time. Not only did they happen at a certain time, however, the Gospel is all about how
these events have significance for us even now. They are not just events that happened in
a dim and distant past. We remember and celebrate them because of the permanent effect
they have on human history for all time. First on the scene is John the Baptist, preparing
the way for Jesus, exactly as the Prophet Isaiah suggested. We, too, are preparing for
Jesus’ coming in these days of Advent.

Baruch 5:1-9
If you happen to have a Protestant edition of the Bible you will not find this book between
its covers. From the time of the Reformation Protestant churches decided to hold only to
those books of the Old Testament found in the Jewish Scriptures composed in Hebrew.
The Catholic Church opted to also include books found in the Greek translation of the
Jewish Scriptures, and the Prophet Baruch is one of these. Little, if anything is known
about the author. There was someone called “Baruch” who was secretary to Jeremiah but
theses writings clearly belong to a much later date, well after the Exile in Babylon.

Ever since the time of the Exile Jews were dispersed across the known world. Even today
this is known as “The Diaspora” (the dispersed seed). Although exile was forced on them
by invading armies, the prophet looks forward in hope to a time when all, and perhaps
especially the people for whom he is writing, will be able to return in safety “under the glory
of the Lord” to Jerusalem. The message of hope, of light, of mercy and integrity are very
much in keeping with our theme of Advent hope.

Reflections for the Second Sunday in Advent 2021

Philippians 1:3-6, 8-11
The city of Philippi enjoyed many privileges in the Roman Empire. It was a place populated
largely by Roman Army veterans who were exempt from certain taxes that others had to
pay. It was an important colony about a hundred miles from Thessalonika. Unlike many of
the towns and cities visited by St Paul it appears not to have had much, if any, of a Jewish
population. Also, relatively uniquely in St Paul’s writings, he seems not to have had any
major problems with them. This letter is one of thanks for the generosity towards others
both spiritually and materially, and one of encouragement to persevere in their faith. Notice
that the phrase “the Day of Christ”, repeated twice in this extract, refers once again to the
“Second Coming” of Jesus at the end of time. At this stage of Advent we are still preparing
for that coming, not yet his First Coming at Christmas.


