
Report for Caritas 

By Ric Slatter 

In spring 2021 our parish of Holy Family Hartlepool began to look towards the prospect of 
relaunching our outreach to children and their families, something which had been next to 
impossible throughout lockdown.  

 

For some years we have offered family meals and activity days in the summer holidays and this year 
they felt more needed than ever. In the spring children’s social interactions with each other were 
still severely limited and they’d spent much of the year home schooling in front of a computer. 

 

In what feels in retrospect like over-optimistic folly now, our initial application to the caritas fund in 
February 2021 envisaged taking children back to venues which they’d long been deprived of like the 
bowling alley, crazy golf or cinema.  

 

As the summer holidays came closer, social restrictions were lifting but the situation still felt 
unpredictable. It became clear that buying tickets for the cinema or paying a deposit for an activity 
that may be cancelled was an unwise use of the funds.  

 

We had recently risk assessed 
one of our churches, St Mary’s on 
the headland, to reopen so was 
came up with a plan to offer a 
family picnic in the beautiful 
parish garden followed by an all-
age interactive liturgy in the 
church itself for a full afternoon 
towards the end of the summer 
holidays. 

 

Among all the unfortunate 
setbacks, one positive was that 

our group of year 11 young leaders who would ordinarily have been consumed by GCSE exams were 
off school in June and July for us to extensively plan the event together. 

 

The young leaders chose the theme of ‘God is the 
Artist’ and planned a number of art inspired 
activities and prayer resources for the day. As the 
church is by the sea one of the activities 
incorporated a visit to the beach. Families 
decorated pebbles with their worries written on 
and then we cast them into the sea!  



 

The main focal point we created was a 7 foot mosaic cross. 
Each individual had written on the back the areas in their 
lives they wanted God to heal and coloured the front of the 
tile in a bright colour. Once decorated we then (safely) 
smashed the tiles into big bins. This allowed us to make a 
mosaic cross out of all the fragments. 

 

The young leaders explained that although the back of 
someone’s individual tile might represent an area of 
brokenness, the colourful cross we created represents the 
power and beauty that we have when we come together as 
a community. 

 

 

On the day we created the cross from the tiles on the 
floor for our final prayer time. A few months later many 
of the same families came together for our Family 
Retreat at the Youth Village and the young people had 
glued and grouted the cross into a finished mosaic which 
formed part of our focal point for the weekend. 

 

These kinds of events are really important for our 
families and the young people who help to lead them. 
The connections that are created through these events 
build a community of support for families who need it 
and allow the church community to share its faith in an 
exciting and accessible way.  

 

 


