Reflections for the First Sunday in Advent 2021
Luke 21:25-28
We are reminded in this Gospel Reading that this first part of Advent looks towards
Jesus’ Second Coming at the end of time. We also embark on Year C of the
Lectionary in which most of our Gospel Readings will come from that of St Luke.
St Luke’s Gospel does not pretend to be an eye witness account of events as they
happened. The author uses several sources for his narrative including St Mark’s
Gospel, various of Jesus’ teachings that he has in common with St Matthew, as well
as sources of his own. In today’s passage, that has similarities with what St Mark
recounts in his Gospel, St Luke recounts Jesus’ words about the end of time. A few
verses earlier he has talked about the destruction of Jerusalem (which had already
happened by the time this Gospel was written) and now the narrative turns towards a
wider destruction. Jerusalem, and its inhabitants, had not promoted the peace sought
by God and had been overwhelmed by the Roman Armies as a result. Here the
warning is for all people to be vigilant, living the values Jesus had proclaimed, so that
whenever he does come, he will find people who are faithful in their witness to the
Gospel and his message.
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Writing around the time of the Fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians, Jeremiah’s
message is notoriously gloomy – so much so that the authorities in the city tried to
silence him for spreading defeatism. He was, however, only speaking the truth as is
the calling of a true prophet. Now, however, moving towards the end of his writings,
the mood begins to change and he looks forward in hope to a new beginning for the
nation after the Exile in Babylon. This new beginning will be heralded by the arrival of
a new descendant of David: a righteous king. We see this fulfilled in the coming of
Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2
This letter is the first written Christian document. It was written perhaps only 15 or so
years after Jesus’ Death and Resurrection, and pre-dates all of the Gospels by some
years (as do all of the letters known to have been written by St Paul). In a similar tone
to the Gospel passage St Paul begins the letter by warning people to be prepared for
Jesus’ coming at any time. To do this they should be attentive to their behaviour
towards each other: acting out of love and following Paul’s own example in their
manner of life.

