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UPCOMING EVENTS 

1 December, 7 to 8:15 p.m.: Post-COP26 
Outcomes and What Next? This Zoom 
meeting will provide an opportunity to 
hear key outcomes from COP26, to 
explore our responses, and to ask the 
question: Where next as people of faith? 
To register, see the following link: 
https://greenchristian.org.uk/ 

7 December 7 p.m.: Jesuit Refugee 
Service annual Advent Service (held in 
London but livestreamed through Farm 
Street Church website). 

9 December, 7 p.m.: Prisoner Advice and 
Care Trust (PACT) Christmas carol 
service, Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, Mayfair, London. 

18 December:  Formal launch of Caritas 
Social Action Network (CSAN) in the 
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle. A 

 

Pope Francis: All Religions Must Resist the 
Temptation to Fundamentalism 

Representatives of various world religions (Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist, 
Hindu, Sikh, and Orthodox, Armenian, Roman Catholic, and Lutheran 
Christians) and interested lay people (including Angela Merkel) joined Pope 
Francis at a Prayer for Peace meeting outside Rome’s Colosseum on 7 
October 2021. The Pope asked leaders of world religions to resist “the 
temptation to fundamentalism” for the sake of peace. “Peace summons us 
to serve the truth and declare what is evil when it is evil, without fear or 
pretense, even and especially when it is committed by those who profess to 
follow the same creed we do….For the sake of peace, please, in every 
religious tradition let us defuse the temptation to fundamentalism and 
every tendency to view a brother or sister as an enemy. 

“Dear brothers and sisters, as believers it is our responsibility to help 
eradicate hatred from human hearts and to condemn every form of 
violence. Let us unambiguously urge that arms be put aside and military 
spending reduced, in order to provide for humanitarian needs, and that 
instruments of death be turned into instruments of life,” the pope 
commented.  

“We cannot continue to accept wars with the detachment with which we 
watch the evening news, but rather make an effort to see them through the 
eyes of the peoples involved,” he added. 

“As representatives of different religious traditions, all of us are called to 
resist the lure of worldly power, to be the voice of the voiceless, the 
support of the suffering, advocates of the oppressed and victims of hatred, 
people discarded by men and women on earth, yet precious in the sight of 
the One who dwells in heaven,” the pope said. 

White Poppies? 
November’s Remembrance Day 2021 brought something new: for the first 
time, the BBC announced it would allow presenters on its programmes to 
wear white poppies (or any other colour) rather than red. 
The Peace Pledge Union (PPU), founded in 1933, distributes white poppies; 
they explained that white poppies stand for remembrance of all victims of 

https://greenchristian.org.uk/
https://www.ppu.org.uk/about-us
https://www.ppu.org.uk/remembrance-white-poppies


Caritas fund will also be established at 
that time. 
14-16 January 2022: Christians Aware (a 
group dedicated to justice and peace) 
Annual Conference. The meeting is 
scheduled to be held in Swanwick, 
Derbyshire, but if in-person meetings 
are not possible the event may be held 
online. Booking can ne made at  
http://www.christiansaware.co.uk/ 
 

 
 
One of the things Pope John Paul II 
proclaimed was “the law of the gift”: 
everything increases in the measure that 
you give it away. People almost 
automatically cling to the material goods 
they have; we try to both protect and 
increase them (and also aggrandise 
ourselves). But paradoxically, doing so 
leads to a diminishment of self, in which 
we find that we lose the little we think 
we have. 
It is easy to believe that we must cling to 
what is "ours." This message is 
constantly reinforced by the world 
around us---but this message is false.  
We gain our lives by giving them away. 
We lose things only by clinging to them. 
Only through experience can we learn 
that when we give away things we have 
received through God’s grace, we are 
showered with more grace. And it’s not 
only spiritual benefits that are involved. 
Countless people can witness to times 
when they gave money they didn’t think 
they could afford, only to find the 
amount returned in some way. 
God is constantly inviting us to receive 
true life, by offering ourselves as a gift. 
When we practice generosity, we will 
discover the truth of Pope Benedict XVI’s 
last teaching: that we are most alive 
when we "no longer belong to 
ourselves." 

 

 
I have said, sometimes flippantly, that 
the mass of bourgeois smug Christians 
who denied Christ in His poor made me 

war, both military and civilian, of all nationalities, as well as a commitment 
to peace and a challenge to any attempt to glamourise war.  
In wearing white poppies we remember not only those killed in wars but 
also the people wounded in mind or body, the dispossessed of home and 
country, and those executed or imprisoned for refusing to fight or resisting 
war.  
In contrast, the Royal British Legion, which produces red poppies, says that 
it represents remembrance only for British and allied armed forces 
personnel, and indicates "support for the armed forces".  
So, no sooner had the BBC announced this change than politics reared its 
ugly head. Although the BBC sanctioned the wearing white poppies, it also 
stated that it had a partnership with the Royal British Legion and would 
insist that the wearing of other colours be a simple act of remembrance and 
should not carry a political or campaigning or commercial message.  
The PPU in reply pointed out that the wearing of red poppies could be just 
as political as wearing another colour. Geoff Tibbs, Remembrance Project 
Manager at the PPU stated, "Sadly, people who wear white poppies on 
television often face abuse from the far-right on social media. We urge the 
BBC’s management to stand up for the rights of any staff who choose to 
wear white poppies and to ensure that nobody is pressurised into not doing 
so.” 
What a sad commentary on the human race, that a simple thing like 
wearing a flower in remembrance of those harmed by dreadful wars---
intended to bring us all together---can instead lead to disgraceful divisions. 
We can only hope that Remembrance Day 2022 will not see a repeat of this 
year’s problems.      
For more information:  
https://www.ppu.org.uk/news/bbc-allow-presenters-wear-white-
poppies-air  

Zimbabwe Catholic Bishops Conference (ZCBC) 
Launches Agricultural “Economy Value Chain” 
To help promote self-sustainability among the people of Zimbabwe, the 
Zimbabwe Catholic Bishops Conference has set up an ambitious programme 
that is both a commercial enterprise and a tool to develop, transform and 
build local communities.  
Termed an “Economy Value Chain”, this programme consists of a range of 
activities in the creation of a product, from the reception of raw materials 
to reaching a consumer, including stages such as packaging, distribution, 
and marketing of the product.  
The bishops say it is the Church's “torch to shine a light in dark places and 
shine a light in these dark times.” The initiative is an effort to activate all 
Catholic farms (but will also include non-Catholic ones) into active 
agricultural operations involving both cropping and livestock. 
The Bishops further explain that Catholic Parishes and institutions across 
the Southern African country will be used as centres where community 
members will be trained on different aspects. They stated, "Hundreds of 
Parishes and Educational Facilities and dozens of Health facilities under the 
Church are being used as 'Centres of Excellence' where multi-corporate 
subject matter experts will provide training and capacity building for 
community out-growers and contract packers.  



turn to Communism, and that it was the 
Communists and working with them that 
made me turn to God. 
Dorothy Day (1897-1980), convert to 
Catholicism and co-founder with Peter 
Maurin of The Catholic Worker movement. 

 

 
 

Nothing is more difficult and nothing 
demands more character than to be 
publicly opposed to the times and to say 
NO loud and clear. 
Kurt Tucholsky (1880-1935), German writer 
 

 
Sisters and bothers, I am convinced that 
“the world can be seen more clearly 
from the peripheries”. We must listen to 
[those on] the peripheries, open the 
doors to them, and allow them to 
participate. The suffering of the world is 
best understood alongside those who 
suffer. When people, men and women, 
suffer injustice, inequality, abuse of 
power, deprivations, and xenophobia in 
their own flesh --- in my experience, I 
can see they can understand much 
better what others are going through 
and are able to help them realistically to 
open up paths of hope. How important 
it is that your voices be heard, 
represented in all the places where 
decisions are made. Offer your voice in a 
collaborative spirit; speak with moral 
certainty of what must be done.   
Pope Francis, message to Fourth World 
Meeting of Popular Movements, 16 October 
2021 
 

 
 

St Francis of Assisi used to say “Preach 
the Gospel at all times; if necessary, use 
words.” Words can be important, but 
witness comes first; people should see 
the Gospel, read the Gospel, in our lives.  
Pope Francis, 27 September 2013  

“Each individual will therefore be empowered to ‘build the Church one 
ordinary action at a time,’" they say, and add, “This way ordinary Catholics 
doing ordinary everyday things can achieve extraordinary results, e.g., 
building the Church one Catholic loaf at a time! Or building the Church one 
bag of maize seed at a time, or indeed, one Catholic grown chicken at a 
time!”  

The ZCBC members estimated that 8 million people (over 1.5 million 
families) will feed into and feed out from the value chain giving it primary 
productive capacity, value addition, and critical mass in consumers to keep 
the Value Chain wheel rolling. The Catholic Church leaders call upon the 
people of God in their nation to join the operation "to bring dignity, well-
being and self-sustainability to our Church, our people and our 
communities in Zimbabwe”. 

https://www.aciafrica.org/news/4620/ 

Poland’s Green Lights: Beacons of Humanity 

Even though they know they risk being reported for aiding and abetting 
illegal immigration, some Polish citizens put their Christianity first: these 
good Samaritans, many of whom live near the border with Belarus, leave a 
green light on in their homes at night. These green lights tell visitors that 
there, behind those illuminated windows, sits a bowl of hot soup and a 
blanket ready for any who pass through, regardless of passports or visas. 

Others leave fresh milk, shoes, and large bottles of water outside their 
doors, so that silent volunteers, who get to work as evening falls, can 
collect these gifts and drop them off in the woods for those who need them 
so badly. 

"Trying to prevent these desperate people from dying," says Wiktor Jarocki, 
an activist with a Catholic association in Krynki, "is treated today as a crime. 
But … we engage in legal, civil disobedience: It can happen that one 
‘forgets’ food and clothes in the woods, and today such help is 
indispensable". 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/ 

 

WARMEST WISHES TO YOU AND THOSE YOU HOLD 
DEAR FOR A VERY BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A 

NEW YEAR OF PEACE, HEALTH, AND JOY 

 
 

 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/
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