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Third Week of Advent

JOY
The Third Week of Advent is about Joy, but not the kind that is meant to
stay hidden within one’s heart. Far from it, we have been given a light so that
we too may shine, as we witness to God’s goodness in our dealings with
others. The world might not know him, but we do. We know with what
authority he comes, so we have a duty to live with him and share him with
others, especially when we are called to do the unpleasant and the difficult
in his name. The joy that God brings is not to be confused with worldly
comfort and social success, but it is the remedy for every poverty in our
world. That is why it is often less readily accepted by the rich than by the
poor. It is the quiet strength that keeps us walking towards the light,
whatever the darkness around us.
Frederique Gill

Third Week of Advent

Sunday 12th December 2021

First Reading: Zephaniah 3: 14-18a; Responsorial Psalm: Isaiah 12: 2-3, 4, 5-6;
Second Reading: Philippians 4: 4-7; Gospel: Luke 3: 10-18
Three times the question is asked: What must we do? John’s answers are clear.
The crowds should be generous, the tax collectors honest and the soldiers
honourable. These demands might translate as: be decent in your dealings with
others. This may not sound particularly challenging but, if your heart harbours
unkindness, deceit and cruelty then decency is difficult and a demand for
integrity is daunting.
Since March 2020, many people within and outside the church have done the
decent thing and have reached out to the lonely, the anxious and the struggling.
They have shone a glimmer of joy into the wintry days of COVID, the effects of
which will unfold for many years. Our Advent message is one of hope, not just
for Christmas but for the whole of human life. For Christians, Christ has
transformed our history and transfigured our destiny such that, with John, we
can announce Good News for all, even when living in the shadows of COVID.
We need to point away from ourselves and towards Christ, of whom John
acknowledges that he is ‘not fit to undo the strap of his sandals’. This phrase is
reported in all of the Gospels and also in the Acts of the Apostles, indicating
something to which we need to pay attention. It may be a simple yet striking
image of humility, but, from the early centuries of the church, and re-emerging
in the late twentieth century, some have also seen something here that points
to the identity of Christ himself.
In Deuteronomy 25:5-10 we read of the Levirate Law by which, when an Israelite
died without an heir, his surviving brother was required to marry his widow (see
also Luke 20:27-40). Now, if the brother refused, the widow pulled off his sandal
and spat in his face! This Levirate Law may also be in the background in Ruth
4:7-8, when the unforced removal of a sandal confirms the completion of a
contract by which Ruth herself becomes the wife of Boaz. Although the words
of the Baptist are not clear and explicit, it seems that the symbol of the sandal
identifies the true spouse who enters into a covenant of marriage with the
bride.
For John, the rightful wearer of the sandals is Christ the Bridegroom and the
Bride is both the People of Israel and the entirety of the People of God in whom
no one is excluded nor left behind. In Christ we are all made as radiant as a new
bride by the fire of the Holy Spirit such that, in the words of Revelation 22:17, the
Spirit and the Bride unite in saying to the Lord: Come.
Andy Doyle, St Cuthbert’s Durham

Third Week of Advent

Monday 13th December 2021

Numbers 24: 2-7, 15-17, Gospel Mt. 21:23-27
‘I’ll come back later, when someone in authority is available,’ was a line my
Mother would use if she wasn’t getting satisfaction in a shop. It usually
worked.
Authority matters; Jesus and the chief priests and elders knew that: only
someone with God’s authority could act and speak as Jesus did. He was
quite clear that he had not come to abolish the Law of Moses but to fulfil it;
to get to the heart of what God had handed down to his people through
Moses.
Jesus also knew that boldly stating that his authority was from God would
bring him into direct conflict with the religious authorities, so he side-steps
the question. I recently read Wounded Shepherd, a book about Pope Francis,
and I’m interested to see that our Holy Father sometimes uses the same
tactic with his critics. Today’s Gospel, however, does raise a question for us:
how do we know that we can trust Jesus? Is he the authentic authority in our
lives?
Imagine a desert: nothing to see except sand; no sign of life or safety.
Imagine yourself as lost, alone and without hope. This is what life is like, or
would be like, if it were not for Jesus. For us he is the Way, the Truth and the
Life. He can show us the way through the desert because he has travelled it
before us. He knows the roads that lead nowhere and the roads that will take
us into situations that will destroy us. His words are the Truth in a world of
conflicting and confusing truths. His Life is the one authentic expression of
how we can be fully human – he shows us what God intended us to be when
he created humanity; he is the second Adam.
If we keep our eyes on our dear Lord and let his words find a place in our
heart, then we will never lose our way. Following him will not limit our lives
but will bring us true freedom and everlasting life.

Canon Christopher Jackson, Chester-le-Street

Third Week of Advent

Tuesday 14th December 2021

Readings of the Day: First Reading: Zephaniah 3: 1-2, 9-13; Responsorial
Psalm: Psalm 33: 2-3, 6-7, 16-18, 19 and 23; Gospel: Matthew 21: 28-32
Today’s Gospel concludes: “Even after seeing that, you refused to think better
of it and believe in him”. In the NRSV, the verse reads, “Even after you saw it, you
did not change your minds and believe him”. Jesus is referring to the chief
priests’ and elders’ unwillingness to accept John as ‘a pattern of true
righteousness,’ which he contrasts with the tax collectors and prostitutes, who
did believe him.
In the parable which precedes this Jesus gives us two examples of sons who
changed their minds in response to their father’s command to work in his
vineyard. (It is a command and not a request). The first one openly disobeys his
father and says he will not go but then does, whereas the other son appears to
comply but fails to keep his word. Both sons change their minds or think better
of their decision and do the opposite of what they said they would do. Jesus’s
listeners easily identify the son who did his father’s will and yet they are
rebuked for not being able to accept John’s teaching and example.
I was struck by several aspects of this story. Firstly, the father commands his
sons to work in the vineyard, which is similar to us being commanded to do
God’s work here and now. Part of being a follower of Jesus means being
involved in working for His kingdom, by offering our time, our resources and our
prayer in His service.
However, in the parable, the sons have free will to choose whether to obey their
father or not, as we have. The seemingly disobedient son has a change of heart
and, despite his initial reluctance, does the will of his father. It is never too late
for us to change, to overcome our fears and hesitancy, and to engage in God’s
work in whatever way we can.
Similarly, like the second son, we may profess much and do little, clinging on to
our own wills and desires while claiming to do the opposite.
A final thought about changing our minds: our society has become polarised in
many areas of life. People’s positions have become entrenched and there is a
lack of tolerance for other points of view. I may not agree with somebody else
but the next time I get annoyed I pray that I may ‘think better of it’ and seek to
do God’s will by showing His love rather than causing conflict by my dualistic
thinking, trying to emulate the psalmist: “In THE LORD my soul shall make its
boast. The humble shall hear and be glad”.
Janet Wallbank St. Teresa’s, Newcastle upon Tyne

Third Week of Advent

Wednesday 15th December 2021

First Reading: Isaiah 45: 6-8, 18, 21-25; Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 85: 9-14;
Gospel: Luke 7: 19-23
John the Baptiser is in prison. He’s wondering if what he said about Jesus as
the one coming after him who would be much more powerful than him, is
actually true. So, he sends a couple of his disciples to check Jesus out and
ask him if he truly is the one or do they have to wait for someone else. Jesus
doesn’t say: ‘Listen to me, I’ll tell you’. He basically says: ‘Look, then go and
tell John what you’ve seen…’.
During all those months while we lived with heavy restrictions, what were we
waiting for? The end of mask-wearing? Full churches once again? The
opportunity to meet whoever we want whenever we want? Quite possibly.
So many will have been and maybe still are waiting to come and share the
Eucharist once again. In this Gospel Jesus is stating so clearly that he is
about being alongside, being on the side of, the blind, the deaf and the
lepers, and he is committed to bringing the fulness of life into dark places. It
is the poor who will hear the Good News and people who remain close to
him will be happy.
Perhaps we are all waiting for the depth of this message to seep deep into
our souls? Perhaps Advent gives us time to think and pray about what it
means to really love Jesus. If we had been one of the disciples from John
asking Jesus: ‘Are you the one…?’ - what difference might it have made to us
to see what we saw? Perhaps we might move forward from just wanting to
‘receive’ the Body of Christ in the Eucharist to appreciate that we are to
become the Body of Christ in our world. We too are to get close to the poor,
sick, bereaved, destitute and lonely. May be we never stop waiting!

Fr. Jim O’Keefe, St Bede’s, Washington

Third Week of Advent

Thursday 16th December 2021

First Reading: Isaiah 54: 1-10; Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 29: 2 and 4-6, 11-13;
Gospel: Luke 7: 24-30
As we journey through this advent season, we are as a society totally
engulfed in a world where Christmas is sold to people as a commercial
enterprise, one in which happiness is infuriatingly measured by whether the
kids receive the latest toys or the newest phones or tablets. As a society,
many people forget the real meaning for the season, they neglect the Christ
in Christmas and find themselves consumed, like the Pharisees in today’s
passage, in luxuries and expensive material possessions. What I love about
this passage is that Jesus outlines the fantastic John as a humble man, a
man chosen by God, a man who lived with few possessions but carried out
God’s will, leading the way for the True Light to come into our world of
darkness and bring God’s love, God’s care and God’s grace into each and
everyone of our lives.
So this Christmas, I pray that we all find Christ’s love in our lives, that we be
Christ’s love in the lives of our friends and families and that we share Christ’s
love with all those who find themselves facing difficulties, challenges or
isolation this Christmas.
God bless each and everyone of you and have a tremendous Christmas.
Amen.

Andrew Young, Head of Religious Education at
St. Joseph’s Catholic Academy

Third Week of Advent

Friday 17th December 2021

First Reading: Genesis 49: 2, 8-10; Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 71: 1-4, 7-8, 17;
Gospel: Matthew 1: 1-17
Which is more important, the journey or the destination? It is true that the
destination is the ultimate reward, yet without the journey, the destination
would never be reached.
Today’s Gospel is an unusual passage – the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah.
This reading can, in the form of such a protracted list, seem itself like a long,
arduous journey before we reach its glorious destination. Looking more
closely at the names of Jesus’ ancestors, the genealogy includes a mix of not
only holy figures but also sinners and outcasts. There indeed does seem to
be rough terrain along the way.
In August, my daughter travelled to Torquay with her Brownie group to an
activity centre – a seven-hour train journey! When she returned, she said
everything was fantastic, amazing, brilliant. The only thing she did not like
was the journey. Could the same be said for us? That the journey to Jesus
might not always be as short as we would like, not always the route we would
prefer to take and certainly not always the way we have always done it!
Following Jesus must involve difficulties of one degree or another, as Jesus
himself would later teach.
This Advent, we have the opportunity, once again, to journey towards Our
Lord and Saviour. The last twenty months have brought hardship and
sacrifice. Roads have been blocked and bridges have been closed. We have
had to find alternative routes or follow diversions. We have had to find new
ways of reaching Jesus. Yet, this is exactly as Advent should be. Every year
should not result in us reaching the baby Jesus as shepherds routinely
waiting to see what they expect to see, but as shepherds inspired to make
the journey, across muddy fields in bare feet, if necessary, to experience
baby Jesus as if for the first time, to experience Jesus in a deeper way.
The tennis player Arthur Ashe once said, “Success is in the journey, not the
destination.” Spiritually, we must never lose focus on the importance of the
journey - finding a way, in spite of pandemic, in spite of lockdown, in spite of
church closures, however long or difficult it may seem. Everyone’s journey
has, after all, been individually mapped out by God. His star will always lead
us to the wonder of the Word made Flesh on Christmas Day.
Patrick Rutherford, Blessed Edmund Duke Parish, Coxhoe,
Sedgefield and Trimdon

Third Week of Advent

Saturday 18th December 2021

First Reading: Jeremiah 23: 5-8; Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 71: 1-2, 1213, 18-19; Gospel: Matthew 1: 18-24
In Matthew’s Gospel story he simply tells us that Joseph was engaged to
Mary, however before they were married she finds herself pregnant. Joseph
knew the baby was not his and at that time in Jewish Law Mary would have
been disgraced.
We can imagine Joseph must have been in a lot of confusion fear and worry.
It was a very difficult situation he found himself in. I am sure we have
experienced anxieties at times in our lives and especially during lockdown.
As Joseph slept wrestling with the many thoughts of what to do, deciding to
end his engagement discreetly, God sends an Angel to counter his fears.
Telling him with confidence “Do not be afraid to take Mary to be your wife.
For it is by the Holy Spirit she has conceived.” What an incredible encounter
for Joseph, God already knew Joseph’s needs. Joseph opened himself up in
trust and relied on God. He took God at his word. He believed God’s Word.
We can see that God reaches out in all situations finding individual ways to
encounter each of us. While we may not encounter Angels, God uses the
everyday events or people to bring us reassurance and hope. In Advent we
are preparing ourselves for a new encounter with our God.
We have had a difficult, fearful, sometimes sorrowful, separation from the
Eucharist during lockdown. As we gradually return to our Churches and the
sacraments let us take heart from Saint Joseph’s example of love, trust and
obedience that we may open our hearts to encounter better God’s love for
us. To accept his reassurances for our lives, which may take the form of kind
words or actions from a friend, colleague, neighbour or stranger.
Do not be afraid.
Emmanuel : God is with us

Gillian Kendall, St. Oswalds South Shields

In need of help, support or someone to talk to?
Christmas is a season for kindness, a time to offer a fresh message of
hope. As we emerge from the COVID pandemic, many people continue
to

live

isolated

from

friends,

family,

and

community;

often

struggling

with financial distress, poor health, job uncertainty and bereavement.

If

you

are

struggling

after

the

death

of

a

loved

one,

or

suffering

any

significant loss, and would like to share your story with someone outside
your family, then a member of the Emmaus Team may be able to help.
We would be privileged to support you in your loss as Jesus did for the
travellers on the road to Emmaus.

Contact the Emmaus Bereavement Support Team on 07732 980740.
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Visit https://diocesehn.org.uk/services/caritas/
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In the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle, Bishop Robert has
announced the Year of the Eucharist - a year in which we can
refocus ourselves on Christ, present among us in the Eucharist, to
deepen our love and reverence of the Mass.

Visit our diocesan

website for more information and to see what's happening across
the diocese.

Pope Francis and the Synod office in Rome are inviting the whole
Church to become Synodal. We are invited to journey together,
listening to the promptings of the Holy Spirit in our lives and in the
lives of the people we meet.

Visit https://diocesehn.org.uk/ for more information

With sincere thanks to everyone who has contributed to
these wonderful Reflections throughout the Season of Advent.
Contact Us:
Vicariate for Faith & Mission
St Cuthbert's House
West Road
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne NE15 7PY
E: adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk
T: 07375 934713
W: https://diocesehn.org.uk/

