
 
 

CHARIS Diocesan Service of Communion (CDSC) 
 
“Today, one thing ends, and another begins. A new stage of this journey is beginning. A stage marked by 

communion between all the members of the charismatic family, in which the mighty presence of the 
Holy Spirit is manifested for the good of the entire Church. A presence that makes each one equal, since 

each has been born of the same Spirit: great and small, old and young, engaged on the worldwide or local 
levels, all form a whole that is always greater than the part.” (Pope Francis, 8 June 2019) 

 
Current CDSC Members 
 
Fr Shaun O’Neill My first encounter with charismatic prayer was, when in sixth form, myself and a 

friend went along to a week’s retreat during the summer holidays run somewhere 
near Longbenton as far as I remember. Here we experienced great welcome, 
teaching, praising in tongues, providence and true fellowship. Ever since the Holy 
Spirit seems to have been following me around and nudging me in various 
directions and into various experiences, CHARIS being the latest. God has always 
been part of my life, always there blessing, helping and protecting and sorting 
things out - may this continue. I went to Bradford university to study chemistry, 
then did a PGCE at St Martin’s college Lancaster before entering Ushaw College  in 
1990 and being ordained priest in 1996. 

Frank O’Neill Frank was baptised in the Holy Spirit aged 17 at St Mungo's prayer group, Glasgow. 
With degrees in Theology and Religious Studies and a passion to teach Religious 
Education, he has taught mainly in Hexham and Newcastle Diocese, where he 
became a headteacher. Frank is married to Christine and they have four grown up 
children and four grandchildren. Ordained a permanent deacon in 2005, Frank 
ministers in St John XXIII parish in Washington. Now retired, he serves as a member 
of the CNSC and is a trustee of the CREW Trust and The Peru Mission charities. 

Kelechi Dibie I came in contact with the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in 1983 whilst living in the 
capital city of Akure, Ondo State of Western Nigeria. I was just a normal teenager 
anxious and anticipating the future like most of my peers.  My priority at the time 
wasn’t about growing in the Lord or speaking in tongues. 
My late mother who was headteacher at the time, had been invited to Charismatic 
prayer meeting at the time by another fellow headteacher, I happened to be 
around at the time, she invited me along.  I had no idea what it was about, and I 
dared not question her request to attend a church meeting on a Tuesday evening 
because I was raised to do as I was told.  The meeting was at Mary Queen of Angels 
Church, which was not our local parish.  It was a Parish often perceived as more 
progressive than other parishes; so, whatever we were about to attend has got to 
be exciting.  This meeting was to be my first encounter with praise worship in 
English, pidgin English and the indigenous Yoruba language which wasn’t my 
mother tongue. This first invitation turned out to be one of many more Charismatic 
Prayer Meetings I attended at the same Parish.  I had my first ‘Life in the Spirit’ 
seminar at ‘Mary Queen of Angels’ and was baptised in the Spirit that same year. I 
felt peace but didn’t experience anything spectacular like speaking in tongues.  
From then onwards, I joined a Charismatic Renewal group everywhere I found one 
and got baptised in the spirit repeatedly, determined to speak in tongues. As grew I 
in the Lord, I recognised that we all didn’t have to speak in tongues, heal the sick or 
perform outstanding miracles to be seen as having received the spirit.  This 
understanding enabled me to identify the special gifts that God blessed me with 
after several ‘Life in the Spirit Seminars.’ On arrival in Newcastle in 1994 now in my 
mid-twenties and married, I discovered the Anawim Charismatic Group in which I 



was active until the kids began to arrive so close together!  Being a busy mum 
didn’t allow me keep up with the commitment; so, I dipped in and out.  Now that 
the children are older, I am finding my feet again and my spirit feels reawakened 
and rejuvenated again being able to get involved again. In some ways it has been a 
roller coaster journey, but I do recognise the difference in my life whenever I give 
room to the Holy Spirit to take control, lead, fill, guide my life and decisions. I’ve 
also learnt that growing in the Spirit has no predetermined boundary if we’re open 
to the experience. 

Jason  and 
Cherryl Lucero 

Jason and Cherryl were both brought up as Catholics and with 23 years of 
marriage, they are blessed with 3 wonderful children. They thought that married 
life was just about bringing up the family, until they had a deeper encounter with 
the Holy Spirit when they attended the Christian Life Programme. They have been 
members of Couples for Christ for over 12 years. Since then, the Holy Spirit has 
been prompting them to have a deeper relationship with God, serving and 
attending various activities, the most recent of which is being part of this CHARIS 
group. 

Alison Rebello Alison did his bachelor’s degree in Commerce and post-graduation in Business 
Administration and Public Administration. Family wise, he has been married to 
Joby for 26 years with two children. He has worked in marketing, sales, journalism 
call centres and not for profit organisations. Currently he is Chair of the Catholic 
Writers Guild of the North East and regularly contributes in the Northern Cross. 
Alison has been an Indian community leader since 2006, as well as being a retreat 
organiser, parish council member, school foundation governor and is currently 
training to become a permanent deacon.  

Mary Palmer Mary is currently the assistant lay chaplain serving the University of Sunderland, 
and a founding trustee of the Catholic Student Network. Mary volunteered with 
the Youth Ministry Team which broadened her experience of prayer, ministry and 
community, prior to studying Psychology and Global Mental Health. Whilst at 
university, Mary took the opportunity to explore the rich diversity in the Church 
and enjoyed meeting students from around the world, which naturally led to her 
current role in student pastoral support. Mary was also an MC at the CYMFed 
Flame Congress 2019 at Wembley Arena, which brought over 9, 000 young people 
together for prayer, worship and Adoration.  

Phillip Salkeld Phillip was born and raised in the North East of England, passionate about 
spreading the Gospel while striving to be a missionary disciple and guided by the 
Holy Spirit. He has worked for the diocesan Youth Ministry Team for the last 15 
years. He is joyfully married to Nicole Salkeld and living at the Emmaus Youth 
Village in Consett. 

Andy Drozdziak Andy is a qualified journalist with a passion for spreading the Gospel through the 
media. He is Web Editor for ccr.org.uk, the website for Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal in England, establishing the platform as a credible and vibrant resource 
hub. Andy also serves as Social Media Coordinator for Celebrate, enabling Catholics 
to experience the power of the Gospel online. Throughout the lockdowns, Andy 
coordinated a weekly community praise event on Facebook, reaching over 100,000 
people around the world. He believes in using social media to share the light of 
Christ, increasing the numbers visiting both the CCR and Celebrate Facebook pages. 
Andy has a strong personal faith. He lives in Barnard Castle with his wife, Marie, 
and their three beautiful children. 

John Wheeler John was baptised in the Holy Spirit in 1972 during the early days of the 
Charismatic Renewal in the UK. John is married to Marie with six children and six 
grandchildren and worked as a Social Worker/Family Therapist in a Child Mental 
Health service. John & Marie came back to the Charismatic Renewal through being 
invited to be trained in the Inner Healing Ministry by Alan and Betty Guile in 1999 
and have provided healing ministry at various events in the Diocese since then. 

http://ccr.org.uk/


John has been a parishioner at Saints Mary & Thomas Aquinas, Stella since 1977 
where he runs the music group and, with Marie, delivers Marriage Preparation 
course with Marriage Care. 

 


